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great rush of job work lately we have been
compelled to stay in our office and have not
observed the direction the whales are going. A
subscriber living in the south part of the county
informs us that he saw a covey of whales going
north Thanksgiving night. If he was correct we
will undoubtedly have a mild, open winter, but
we caution our readers not to put up their
hammocks until we learn something more def-
inite. It will be hard to make camp-meetings a
success this month. Sunday-school picnics will
be poorly attended. . . . The mosquito will not
be a-wing, nor the woodtick a-leg, neither the
festive ant a-pie.?

No evidence exists as to the extent of
reprinting, but the News, as Bliss said, had
subscribers “in every state in the union and
in many foreign countries, including Can-
ada, England, Germany, China, the Phil-
ippine Islands, Mexico and other places.” 10
Bliss himself was active in national, state,
and county press associations and the News
had approximately seventy-five newspaper
exchange subscribers. All of these sub-
scribers had easy access to the columns.!!
Under Bliss’s direction, the News steadily
increased in circulation and grew to lead
other Montgomery County papers, al-
though its circulation never exceeded five
thousand.

In spite of his early and widespread
success, Bliss never syndicated his col-
umns. The reason may be inferred from a
column he wrote on the death of Bill Nye,
a syndicated humorist from Wyoming:

His best work was done when he was his own
master and when he wrote only as the inclina-
tion seized him. His poorest work was done in
his later years when he sold his talents to a
syndicate.!?

Bliss believed the syndicate was Nye’s
downfall because he was no longer writing
for fun but for money. Bliss wrote only
when he wanted to and then purely for
enjoyment. The average number of
weather columns per year was eight or
nine; rarely did Bliss make twelve forecasts
in a year. He did reprint requests from
other newspapers for more forecasting,
but he did not produce another until he
wanted to. Bliss continued the fojecasts
until he died in 1931, and the columns
were reprinted in the News for several
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years. Bliss’s only complaint concerning
the reprinting of his forecasts was the oc-
casional typographical errors that ap-
peared in them.

Bliss was also a gifted editorialist. For
some years his comments on county, state,
national, and international affairs ap-
peared on page one. Although his paper
generally supported the Democratic party,
he wrote that “a newspaper that has no
opinions on any subject save the politics of
its party, and is the subservient slave to all
its party dictates, merits and obtains the
contempt of its readers.”® After Bliss
moved his general editorials to page two,
he created a front-page column called
“Pagan Pastor.” That column was an edi-
torial that he deemed of such concern that
it deserved to be on the front page. The
“Pagan Pastor” first appeared on No-
vember 6, 1903. The column was moralis-
tic in tone and dealt with subjects such as
the poor educational system in large cities,
the necessity of universal disarmament,
evils of overproduction, and the true
meaning of Christmas. Many of his edito-
rials were reprinted throughout the state
by other newspapers.

A peculiarity of C. W.’s was his aversion
to local news. He answered one corre-
spondent who complained of inadequate
local coverage:

You are right, Maudie, we have allowed great
robust affairs of state to exclude matters of
minor detail. We have tried to run the Govern-
ment and give advice to Congress when we
should have been lapping up the frappe of
social intercourse.

He explained that there had recently been
a change in policy, however, and that some
of the major events of Hillsboro would
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now be covered. He then reported two of
those as follows:

The friends and admirers of Miss Carrie
Calliope presented her with a bicycle and a
mustache cup last week.

Mrs. Billings’ pug dog “Dixie” has been quite
sick this week. “Dixie’s” many friends wish him
a speedy recovery. !

The main purpose of any newspaper,
Bliss believed, was to keep its readers in-
formed of world affairs. Leading news
stories in the News were the same as those
in large metropolitan newspapers: the
wars with Spain and Mexico, bootlegging,
and the flight of Charles A. Lindbergh.
The Newsalso followed the rising career of
labor leader John L. Lewis, who started as
a miner in Montgomery County.

Of all news stories of Bliss’s time, World
War I had the greatest impact upon the
News. In that instance, the readers of the
News could readily obtain national war
news from other sources; area residents,
he believed, wanted to read news of local
soldiers and local effects of the war. The
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war and the influence of his son, Clinton,
who was in charge of local news coverage,
helped shift the main emphasis of the
paper from world to county news; but this
change did not occur until late in the ca-
reer of C. W.

Upon purchasing the News, one of
Bliss’s first actions had been to move the
newspaper to quarters above the Hillsboro
National Bank, of which Bliss was a mem-
ber of the board of directors. In 1893 he
erected a two-story brick building for the
News next door to the bank. The structure,
which is still the home of the News, was
never completely filled by newspaper of-
fices and equipment, and has housed
various small enterprises throughout the
years.

The initial employees under Bliss in-
cluded his wife, his son, Clinton Phillips,
his daughter Noi Celecta, and S. P.
“Prone” Preston. In 1907 Preston lett to
establish the Gillespie News. He later wrote
Bliss that “in that fifteen years [I worked
with you] I learned to respect and rever-
ence you, as if you were my father, and



today after twenty years of hard work in
the newspaper business I just felt like I
wanted to write you and tell you how much
I thank you for what you have done for
me, and to assure you of my everlasting
gratitude.” !> Preston later became presi-
dent of both the Illinois Press Association
and the Southern Illinois Editorial Associ-
ation. He was also an organizer of the
School of Journalism at the University of
Illinois.!6

Perhaps the most drastic change at the
Montgomery News was the switch from
publishing once to twice a week. The older
cross-town Republican paper, the Hillsboro
Journal, had become semi-weekly on De-
cember 2, 1913, and the News followed suit
immediately. Bliss announced on De-
cember 5 that he would publish semi-
weekly until the presses and other equip-
ment arrived that would allow publication
of a daily newspaper.!” Two months later,
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the highly sophisticated Goss Comet Per-
fecting Press arrived; the News was the
only semi-weekly or weekly in the state to
have such a press at that time. Plans for a
daily did not materialize, however. Bliss
stated that local merchants were opposed
to having a daily and that readers actually
preferred a weekly.!® There is reason to
believe that Bliss himself never wanted a
daily and only announced the proposed
change because the Journal had become a
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semi-weekly. He may have wanted the
Journal editors to think that some day they
would be competing with a daily. His true
feelings were recorded in his diary:

Got out first issue of the twice-a-week Mont-
gomery News. Think it a mistake to publish
twice a week—but the Journal came out last
week with two issues and we had to.!"

Bliss was twice elected vice-president of
the Illinois Press Association and was
elected president for the 1902-1903 term.
During his term he made five recommen-
dations that were accepted by the associa-
tion, the most important of which called
for the formation of county press associa-
tions. Two other recommendations re-
quested newspapers to urge the construc-
tion of permanent roads throughout the
state and to cooperate with the Illinois
State Historical Society by providing sub-
scriptions to that institution.20

Bliss belonged to two press associations
of southern Illinois and in 1900 started the
Montgomery County Press Association,
which was short-lived.

Bliss was active in politics, but as a can-
didate he was not as active as a Democrat
as he had been as a Republican. His first
‘campaign as a Democrat was for the post
of county judge in 1894. The main reason
Bliss sought the office, although he denied
it in his paper, was to help pay for the
‘newspaper building he had just erected.?!
He was defeated and the only political
office he held thereafter was the appoin-
tive position of master in chancery.

He was a delegate to three national con-
ventions. The first was that of 1896, at
which William Jennings Bryan won the
presidential nomination. Bliss served as
secretary for the Illinois delegation at that
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convention. In 1912, he attended the Bal-
timore convention. There Bryan gave his
support to a relatively little known gover-
nor of New Jersey, Woodrow Wilson, be-
cause one of Congressman Champ Clark’s
men, “Gum Shoe” Bill Stone, had made a
political deal for votes. Bliss recorded:

It was one of the many dramatic scenes of the
convention, for the Clark men realized that he
[Bryan] was trying to administer the death blow
to their leader’s chances for the nomination,
and the Wilson men were filled with fear and
apprehension as to the effect of the incident
upon their candidate’s chances. It was a bold
stroke, but it was unskillfully executed.2

Bliss reflected the popular feeling that
Bryan would be credited for a Wilson win
but blamed for a defeat. He told his
readers he probably would never attend
another national convention, but he was
elected from his congressional district to
attend the next one. The 1916 convention
at St. Louis ratified the Wilson administra-
tion. In an editorial the News referred to
Wilson’s leadership as @ “little less than
marvelous.” 23

Bliss served on the Hillsboro board of
education and in 1893 Governor John
Peter Altgeld appointed him president of
the board of trustees of Southern Illinois
Normal University (now Southern Illinois
University). During his four-year term the
accomplishment Bliss was proudest of was
completion of the third building in the
university’s history: the Science Building,
later renamed Altgeld Hall. It now houses
the School of Music.

Bliss also owned farmland and was con-
nected with scores of local businesses, in-
cluding the Montgomery County Tele-
graph and Telephone Company and the
Hillsboro Electric Railway Company.24

Bliss died on October 22, 1931, at the
age of eighty-five. His wife died the fol-
lowing year. They are buried in the Oak
Grove Cemetery in Hillsboro.

In 1932, after his death, the name of
Charles Wesley Bliss was added to the Ed-
itors’ Hall of Fame, established by the Illi-
nois Press Association at the University of
Illinois—there joining such notable Illinois
newspaper figures as Joseph M. Medill,
Elijah P. Lovejoy, and E. W. Scripps.





