Norman L. Jones versus Len Small

in the Illinois Gubernatorial Campaign of 1924
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Illinois politics in the 1920’s was a morass
of factionalism. Party labels alone were
often useless as identifications of candidates
for public office. The vicissitudes of party
strife, the traditional cleavages between
Chicago and downstate, and the shifting
alliances among Chicago politicians were
particularly evident in the 1924 primary
and general campaigns for governor. And
because 1924 was also a presidential year,
national issues further complicated the
electorate’s choices.’
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At both levels, the Republican admin-
istrations were contaminated with scan-
dal—President Calvin Coolidge was as-
sociated with Warren G. Harding's oil deal-
ings in the Teapot Dome affair, and Illinois
Governor Len Small was accused of official
misconduct while state treasurer from 1917
to 1919. The eventual triumph of both can-
didates might be attributed to the public’s
indifference to corruption in high places,
but the explanation is more complex than
that. This essay examines the array of rele-
vant issues in the Illinois campaign from the
perspective of the two gubernatorial
rivals—Len Small and Democrat Norman
L. Jones.

! For an indication of the complexities of the presi-
dential campaign, consult ). Leonard Bates, “The
Teapot Dome Scandal and the Election of 1924,
American Historical Review, 60 (1955), 303-22.






