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Part I, 1852-1856

Between the late 1840’s and mid-1850’s,
five young brothers, the sons of Lambert
and Sarah Hughes Hood of Philadelphia,
left their native city to seek a better life
elsewhere. Humphrey Hood, the second
eldest of the Hood brothers, went west to
Hlinots in 1851, shortly after graduation
from Jefferson Medical College in
Philadelphia. Not having the funds to set
up a medical practice immediately, he
taught at a country school near Grafton,
and then spent a year as a druggist in Jer-
seyville. In 1853 he began a medical prac-
tice in Hardinsburg, but the following year
he moved to nearby Litchfield.!
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A younger brother, John, had left
Philadelphia for Virginia in 1848. Al-
though he hoped to teach, he had to work
for months as an itinerant salesman of reli-
gious books until he found employmentasa
tutor and schoolmaster in Amelia County,
Virginia.?

Two other Hood brothers, Jeremiah
Gritfith (sometimesreferred toas J. G.) and
Benjamin, were persuaded by Humphrey
to try their fortumes in the West. In 1852,
Benjamin, who could not find steady em-
ploymentin Philadelphia, took a temporary
teaching position in Indiana, but within a
few months moved to Ilinois and became a
teacher in a rural schoolhouse near Jersey-
ville. Jeremiah Griffith came directly from
Philadelphia to IHlinois in 1853 and ac-
cepted a teaching position, also in the vicin-
ity of Jerseyville.

'Jacob L. Traylor, Past and Present of Montgomery
County, IHinois (Chicago: S. J. Clarke, 1904), p. 559.

2John Hood to Benjamin Hood, Dec. 11, 1850
{collection of the editor).






