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These three volumes illustrate Booker T. Wash­
ington's power in the opening years of this cen­
tury, as well as the emergence of limits to that 
power imposed by Jim Crow legislation and 
practice in the South and the corresponding rise 
of militant black leadership in the North. Con­
tinuing their superb editorial work for the Uni­
versity of Illinois Press, Louis R. Harlan and 
Raymond W. Smock in Volumes 6 and 7 of The 
Booker T. Washington Papers cover the years 1901 
to 1904, from the last months of McKinley to the 
eve of the Republican convention nominating 
Theodore Roosevelt for the Presidency in his 
own right. Portia, a small volume by Ruth Ann 
Stewart on B.T.W.'s only daughter, supplies fur­
ther evidence of the private life of perhaps the 
most powerful southerner, black or white, in the 
waning years of a half century of Republican 
ascendancy. 

Editor Harlan has written elsewhere of the 
several faces of Booker T. Washington, who was 
both Br'er Rabbit and fit disciple of Machiavelli, 
humble moralist and ruthless politician (see Har­
lan's "Secret Life of Booker T. Washington," in 
the August, 1971 Journal of Southern History). An 
accommodationist in public to a Southern white 
opinion demanding social separation of the 
races and an inferior political and economic po­
sition for blacks, B.T.W. secretly raised money 
from his white philanthropist-capitalist friends 
in order to fight in the courts and in Republican 
state conventions against those injustices. In his 
advocacy of economic uplift, including owner­
ship by blacks of their own businesses, B.T.W. 
was more openly assertive of the rights of blacks. 

One discovers among the letters written to 
him by Presidents, captains of industry, leading 
men and women of letters, and ordinary citizens 
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the gathering conviction of white Americans 
that blacks must be kept (or pushed back into) 
their "place." At one extreme was the white 
chambermaid from Anna, Illinois, who refused 
to make Washington's bed and explained her 
reasons in the Philadelphia North American. "I 
realized that if I cleaned up Booker Washing­
ton's rooms," she said, "I would be looked down 
upon, and the slurs and insults of others would 
be thrown into my face at every turn" (Volume 7, 
page 173). At the other extreme was one of 
Booker T.'s closest white friends—railroad pres­
ident and chairman of Tuskegee's board, Wil­
liam Henry Baldwin, Jr.—who explained why 
the powerful southern Education Board simply 
could not include a colored man among its direc­
tors, even one enjoying the power and prestige 
of the president of Tuskegee. The unambiguous 
support for full black manhood in every aspect 
of American life reflected in the letter of Francis 
James Grimke, child of the abolitionists, stands 
almost in splendid isolation in this collection of 
documents. 

Perhaps the most significant materials for stu­
dents of political history are those relating to 
Washington's constant, cordial, and candid in­
teractions with Theodore Roosevelt and his 
aides over questions of patronage in the South 
and the general condition of blacks in the nation. 
From their famous dinner in the White House in 
1901 (which unleashed a firestorm of indigna­
tion in the white South over Booker T.'s lust for 
social equality) to their joint efforts in 1904 to 
weaken the Lily White movement in the Repub­
lican party in the South, Washington and 
Roosevelt revealed in their relationship the in­
exorable pressure for white supremacy and with 
it the demise of a two-party South. T.R.'s sym­
pathy with B.T.W.'s advocacy for blacks seemed 
genuine, but the President's weakening will in 
the face of an angry white South (as in his un­
manly procrastination over the appointment of 
William D. Crum in Charleston, South Carolina) 
became increasingly apparent by 1904. 

In B.T.W.'s correspondence with blacks, one 
encounters the angry response of men and 
women watching hard-won gains of almost four 
decades slipping away. One also confronts sharp 
differences of opinion among them concerning 
appropriate responses. These volumes are in­
dispensable for students investigating the range 
of organized activity and opinion among blacks 

regarding education, politics, business, and the 
press in the early 1900's. However harsh were 
those years of the nation's retreat from the Thir­
teenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amend­
ments, they nevertheless witnessed a flowering 
of black intellectual leadership. 

The famous dispute between B.T.W. and 
W. E. B. DuBois over the proper education for 
blacks, for example, remains one of the most 
searching analyses in our history of the appro­
priate balance between practical vocational 
training and liberal learning for masses and 
elites in this self-governing democracy. While 
their positions on education appear more com­
plementary in these pages than historians have 
previously suggested, the political struggle be­
tween the Washington forces and the DuBois 
forces was real. The Boston "riot" in 1903, when 
the militant Harvard-educated Monroe Trotter, 
publisher of the anti-B.T.W. Boston Guardian, 
sought to break up a Washington meeting and 
was arrested and jailed, provoked an unceasing, 
vengeful response from Booker T.—which in 
turn helped provoke DuBois into his attacks 
upon the Tuskegee Machine. The episode is a 
case study in the dialectics of black politics. From 
DuBois's disaffection with Booker T. came the 
Niagara Movement; from the Springfield, Illi­
nois, race riot in 1908, came the NAACP, which 
moved litigation and agitation for black rights 
into the open, despite B.T.W.'s determined ef­
forts to keep them under his control behind the 
scenes so that he could reassure his powerful 
northern and southern white supporters that he 
was still in charge of "his" people. 

What is striking in Ruth Ann Stewart's biog­
raphy of Portia Washington Pittman is the ex­
tent to which B.T.W. aspired to the type of elite 
education for his daughter that DuBois advo­
cated for the "talented tenth"—a goal ostensibly 
in opposition to the industrial education objec­
tives emphasized by B.T.W. at Tuskegee. In Por-
tia, one sees Washington, the largely self-
educated former slave from the South, using his 
considerable social and political influence 
(though not without humiliating rebuffs) to se­
cure opportunities in prestige schools in New 
England for his much-loved daughter. Portia 
adds further evidence (if any were needed in 
addition to his autobiography, Up From Slavery) 
that Washington was a representative American 
figure of his era, striving mightily for a demon-
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strable personal success in the manner of 
Horatio Alger. 

Portia's adoption of Episcopalianism amidst 
the affluent whites of Massachusetts, and the 
discovery as a student in Germany of her indi­
viduality and musical talent beyond the color 
line, were strikingly similar to the experiences of 
DuBois. When, years after B.T.W.'s death in 
1915, Portia met DuBois and danced with him, 
she exclaimed: "This is history, isn't it? I wish I 
had a picture of this to send to the Boston Guard-
ian" (page 111). 

The saga of this determinedly loyal daughter 
of B.T.W. reveals the barriers that blacks would 
continue to have to surmount in twentieth-
century America, even when they enjoyed the 
privileged upbringing of a Portia Washington. 
Married to a brilliant, headstrong black architect 

who mixed a ruthless perfectionism with increas­
ing anger at the society frustrating his creativity, 
Portia faced the dilemma of many black women 
watching husbands consumed with self-
destructive rage. When that rage was directed at 
their children, Portia divorced William Sydney 
Pittman and resumed the musical career that 
Pittman had found threatening to his precarious 
ego. Portia watched her three children struggle, 
including the successful fight back from drug 
addiction by Booker Pittman, who helped ex­
port jazz to South America. Through her many 
trials and tribulations over more than ninety 
years, Portia showed intelligence, persistence, 
spirit, good humor, and a cunning worthy of her 
father. 
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Stephen H. Long, a career officer in the United 
States Army Corps of Topographical Engineers, 
had a unique zest for leading expeditions into 
the largely unexplored American West. Be­
tween 1816 and 1823 he headed five elaborate 
mapping parties into the area. It is as an explorer 
in the southwestern and middlewestern reaches 
of the nation that he is remembered, although 
he made notable contributions to road surveys, 
bridge design, railroad building, and river im­
provements during his unbelievably long mili­
tary career. He was one of the first United States 
Army topographical engineers to map the West, 
preceded only by Meriwether Lewis, William 
Clark, and Zebulon M. Pike. Long traveled ap­
proximately 26,000 miles from the Atlantic 
Coast to the Rocky Mountains and from New 
Mexico to Canada. He was unusual for his time 
not only for the distance he covered but also for 
the excellent organization and administration of 
his expeditions and for the quantity and quality 
of the information they collected. 

Two of Long's northern journeys are dealt 

with in this book. These are the only two for 
which his personal journals, published here for 
the first time, are known to be extant. The jour­
nals are elaborately annotated accounts of 
Long's daily activities during the expeditions of 
1817 and 1823. The 1817journal details his trip 
up the Mississippi River in a six-oared skiff from 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, to the Falls of St. 
Anthony at present-day Minneapolis, and back 
down the river to Fort Belle Fontaine on the 
Missouri River. The journal of the 1823 expedi­
tion details his last major exploration effort—the 
westward trek from Philadelphia across what is 
today Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wis­
consin, and Minnesota; the re turn tr ip to 
Philadelphia crossed the old fur trade routes of 
the Canadian provinces of Manitoba and On­
tario, and the Great Lakes Region to the state of 
New York. Long's journals are filled with scien­
tific and cultural details. They reflect a leader 
who was efficient, logical, persevering, meticu­
lous, concise, cheerful, but intolerant of irre­
sponsibility or incompetence by his men. 




