Hunting wn Early Illinows

JOHN T. FLANAGAN

IN THE FALL of 1839 Henry Hastings Sibley,
then an agent of the American Fur Com-
pany at Mendota in southeastern Min-
nesota near present-day Minneapolis and
later the first governor of that state, joined a
Sioux hunting party. The hunters traveled
southwestward toward the Cedar River in
Iowa Territory and killed an enormous
amount of game, principally to ensure their
winter food supply. But the spectacle which
lingered in Sibley’s mind for vears and
which he vividly described for publication
had to do with a herd of elk.

Suddenly on the prairies near what is
now the Iowa border the hunters met a
band of what Sibley called “these magni-
ficent animals,” stx or seven hundred in
number according te his estimate, eight or
ten feet deep in line, and moving in a pro-
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cession almost half a mile long. Sibley him-
self stopped shooting to gaze in admiration.
“It was one of those sights which are vouch-
safed (o comparatively few in this little
world, and which amply compensates the
true sportsman for ail the thousand perils
and difficulties which he has to encounter
in the wide prairies of the West.”*
Although buffalo and elk certainly
existed on the eastern side of the Mississippi
centuries ago, it is unlikely that any white
man ever saw such a migratory herd of elk
in 1linois as Sibley observed several
hundred miles farther west. According w a
traveler in 1837, the buffalo had long since
left the state and the elk had virtually dis-
appeared.? But there is no doubt that Illi-
noisin the decades before the Civil War was
a paradise for hunters, whether their

'Using the pseudonym “Hal—A Dacotah,” Sibley
contributed several sketches to the Spiret of the Times.
See "Sketches of Two Hunting Excursions to the Red
Cedar, lowa Territory.” :bid., 13 (1843), 187.

[Samuel A. Mitchell] Himois im 1837 . . .






