Tragedy i November

The Cherry Mine Disaster

STEVE STOUT

THE VILLAGE of Cherry lies in eastern
Bureau County approximately one
hundred miles southwest of Chicago. When
mining experts arrived there in 1905 to sink
a shaftinto the prairie,! they had noinkling
that four years later the mine would be the
site of one of the worst disasters in United
States mining history. Asaresultofa fireon
November 13, 1909, some 259 miners lost
their lives.

The mine was opened by the St. Paul Coal
Company, a main supplier of fuel for the
Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway.
The mine at Cherry was reached by a spur
track from Ladd, another mining town
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three miles away. In time, Cherry attracted
numerous immigrant families, many of
whom had little knowledge of the English
language. The town became a melting pot
of nationalities. including Italians, Slavs,
Austrians, Scotch, Lithuanians, Germans,
French, Swedes, Poles, English, Belgians,
Russians, Irish, Greeks, and Welsh.? Some
of the houses at Cherry were built by the
coal company on mine property; others
were built by private owners. A plan of dif-
ferential construction gave Cherrya unique
appearance—with the exception of thirty-
five houses built in one row, no two houses
of the same type stood side by side.?

' The mast complete accounts of the Cherry mine
are found int the coal repores published annually by the
Illineis Bureau of Labor Statistics, hereafter cited as
Hlinois Coal Report. See Ilkinois Coal Report, 1905, p. 208.

tfilinois Coal Report, 1910, p. 494,

*F. P. Buck, The Cherry Mine Disaster (Chicago:

M. A. Donohue & Co., 1911), pp. 9, 32,






