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The Bicentennial of the American Revolution
provided the opportunity and (more impot-
tantly) the tfunding for various state organiza-
tions to study that event and publish their
findings. The three books considered here rep-
resent three very different responses to the op-
portunity by states that were part of the Revolu-
tionary frontier.

Lowell Harrison’s short biography of George
Rogers Clark is part of a series covering the
history of Kentucky. The book is directed
primarily toward a popular rather than scholarly
audience and, with that purpose in mind, suc-
ceeds admirably in telling the usually neglected
story of the war in the West. It is a balanced
account that manages to show Clark’s weaknes-
ses as well as his strengths. Though Clark always
had trouble in getting support and money from
his superiors in Virginia, his actions helped to
secure the Old Northwest for the United States,
Unfortunately, as Harrison concludes, Clark
lived too long for the good of his reputation. The
easy style and low cost of this book should make
it suitable for classroom use,

The neighboring state of Indiana contributed
a Bicentennial publication quite different in ap-
proach, butin the long run it will probably prove
to be the most valuable of the books considered
here. Indiana sponsored a series of Bicentennial
symposia, and this volume contains papers de-
livered in spring, 1975, Fortunately there was no
attempt to limit the topics to the Revelution in
Indiara, though there isa common theme focus-
ing on the West. The five centributtons—all val-
uable for scholars—include John ]J. TePaske’s
“Spanish Indian Policy and the Struggle for
Empire in the Southeast, 1513-1776"; George
A, Rawlyk’s “The Rising French Empire’in the
Ohio Valley and Old Northwest: The ‘Dreaded
Juncture of the French Settlements in Canada
with Those of Louisiana’": fJack M. Sosin's “Bri-
tain and the Ohio Valley, 1760-1775: The
Search for Alternatives in a Revolutionary Era”;
Themas D. Clark's “The Advance of the
Anglo- American Frontier, 1700-1783"; and an-
thropologist James A. Brown's “The Impact of
the European Presence on Indian Culture.” His-
torians interested in the West, Indian policy, and
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