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George Rogers Clark and the War in the West 
By LOWELL H. HARRISON. Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky, 1976. Pp. xii, 120. $3.95. 

Contest for Empire, 1500-1775 
Edited by JOHN B. ELLIOTT. Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1975. Pp. xiv, 95. $2.00. 

The Old Northwest in the American Revolution: An Anthology 
Edited by DAVID CURTIS SKAGGS. Madison: The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1977. Pp. x, 
497. $21.50. 

The Bicentennial of the American Revolution 
provided the opportunity and (more impor­
tantly) the funding for various state organiza­
tions to study that event and publish their 
findings. The three books considered here rep­
resent three very different responses to the op­
portunity by states that were part of the Revolu­
tionary frontier. 

Lowell Harrison's short biography of George 
Rogers Clark is part of a series covering the 
history of Kentucky. The book is directed 
primarily toward a popular rather than scholarly 
audience and, with that purpose in mind, suc­
ceeds admirably in telling the usually neglected 
story of the war in the West. It is a balanced 
account that manages to show Clark's weaknes­
ses as well as his strengths. Though Clark always 
had trouble in getting support and money from 
his superiors in Virginia, his actions helped to 
secure the Old Northwest for the United States. 
Unfortunately, as Harrison concludes, Clark 
lived too long for the good of his reputation. The 
easy style and low cost of this book should make 
it suitable for classroom use. 

The neighboring state of Indiana contributed 
a Bicentennial publication quite different in ap­
proach, but in the long run it will probably prove 
to be the most valuable of the books considered 
here. Indiana sponsored a series of Bicentennial 
symposia, and this volume contains papers de­
livered in spring, 1975. Fortunately there was no 
attempt to limit the topics to the Revolution in 
Indiana, though there is a common theme focus­
ing on the West. The five contributions—all val­
uable for scholars—include John J. TePaske's 
"Spanish Indian Policy and the Struggle for 
Empire in the Southeast, 1513-1776"; George 
A. Rawlyk's "The 'Rising French Empire' in the 
Ohio Valley and Old Northwest: The 'Dreaded 
Juncture of the French Settlements in Canada 
with Those of Louisiana'"; Jack M. Sosin's "Bri­
tain and the Ohio Valley, 1760-1775: The 
Search for Alternatives in a Revolutionary Era"; 
Thomas D. Clark's " T h e Advance of the 
Anglo-American Frontier, 1700-1783"; and an­
thropologist James A. Brown's "The Impact of 
the European Presence on Indian Culture." His­
torians interested in the West, Indian policy, and 
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the Revolution generally will appreciate these 
well-balanced and interesting papers. The 
Brown and Sosin essays in particular deserve 
wider circulation. 

Still another approach is represented by the 
Skaggs anthology on the Old Northwest. This 
volume reprints twenty-one previously pub­
lished articles relating to three themes: "The 
West on the Eve of Independence," "The Revo­
lutionary War in the Northwest," and "Solutions 
of the Postwar Western Problem." Scholars rep­
resented include Jack M. Sosin, Dale Van Every, 
Clarence W. Alvord, Richard B. Morris, Charles 
R. Ritcheson, Merrill Jensen, Staughton Lynd, 
Robert F. Berkhofer, Jr., and others. Unfortu­
nately the book is flawed by the decision to omit 
the original footnotes. While it is useful to have 

these articles collected in a single volume, the 
omission of footnotes makes the book practically 
worthless for scholars; and the nature of the 
articles, coupled with the high price of the vol­
ume, will make it unappealing to most general 
readers. There are several maps of land specula­
tion and military campaigns as well as a com­
prehensive bibliography, but these assets do not 
make up for the book's liabilities. Its publication 
was supported by the Bicentennial Council of 
the Old Northwest (funded by grants from Illi­
nois, Indiana, Ohio, and Wisconsin), and it is a 
shame that that organization could not have put 
its money to better use. 

ROBERT F. OAKS 

San Francisco 

A Documentary History of the Indiana Decade of the Harmony Society, 1814-1824; Volume II, 
1820-1824 
Compiled and edited by Karl J. R. Arndt. Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1978. Pp. xiii, 978. 
$24.95. 

New Harmony, Indiana, recently reborn as a 
significant historic site, focused attention on 
midwestern communal settlements, and has 
been recognized by scholars as a viable field of 
intellectual endeavor. Although much of this re­
search is directed to the advanced social ideas 
of Robert Owen, it is now time for his predeces­
sors—the Rappites—to come to the fore. 

Karl J. R. Arndt renders frontier historians an 
invaluable service by making available two vol­
umes of Harmonist documents. He is well qual­
ified for the task, having used the Harmonist 
Society Archives (located at the group's last set­
tlement in Economy, Pennsylvania) for exten­
sive research during the last decade. He trans­
lated documents from both the original Swabian 
dialect and from the Anglicized German de­
veloped by the settlers after living in America. 

Arndt includes all available George Rapp let­
ters, as well as most of the papers of his adopted 
son and business manager Frederick. Arndt 
cites letters and documents of society members, 
friends, and business and political associates. 
Together, these records illustrate the social, re­
ligious, economic, and political aspects of Har­
monist life. The well-edited volume conscien­
tiously follows the guidelines established in the 

Editorial Note found in Volume I. Arndt injects 
himself sparingly into the documents, but he 
offers voluminous explanatory footnotes that 
provide definitive identification for persons and 
places mentioned in the text. Almost all the ma­
terials may be found in the Harmonist Archives, 
although lost and missing documents are so 
noted. Papers from other sources are clearly 
identified. 

The volume is of special value to anyone in­
terested in early Illinois because of the extensive 
Harmonist dealings with Morris Birkbeck and 
George Flower of the English Settlement at Al­
bion, as well as with other early settlements in 
southern Illinois. Readers interested in prices, 
business transactions in general, agricultural 
practices, and early manufacturing will find a 
gold mine of primary sources. Although the let­
ters and documents are delightful to read, the 
volume's main strength remains its reference 
value for future researchers. Other editors 
would do well to emulate the meticulous care 
Karl Arndt exhibited in working with the Har­
monist papers. His work will stand the test of 
time. 

E. DUANE ELBERT 

Eastern Illinois University 


