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Part I, 1862-1867

In 1862 thirty-nine-year-old Humphrey
Hood volunteered for service in the Union
Army. Sworn in as Firsc Lieutenant and
First Assistant Surgeon of the 117th Ilinois
Infantry, he left Litchfield in November for
Fort Pickering, near Memphis, Tennessee.
Soldiers at the fort were preparing for the
Vicksburg Campaign of General Ulysses S.
Grant.”

After the departure of Humphrey,

" Matilda Hood, Humphrey's wife, moved

with their two children to Jerseyville to live
with her father, Charles S. Jackson. The
Hood home in Litchfield was thereafter oc-
cupied by Humphrey's brother Benjamin,

"Report of the Adjulant General of the State of Hiinots,
Veolume VI, Containing Reports for the Years 1856166
(Springfield: Phillips Bros., 1900), pp. 272, 291,

bid., Volume I1, p. 263. Unit numbers one to six
were omitted as a token of respect for the six [llinois
regiments that had served in the war with Mexico.
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with his wife, Mary, and daughter, Mary
Louise. Benjamin, in addition to werking in
the Hood & Brother drugstore, was the
town clerk and Litchfield editor of a new
pro-war newspaper, the Union Monitor,
published at Hillshoro. At the outbreak of
the war, Benjamin had served a three-
month enlistment in the Seventh Illinois
Infantry, the first regiment organized in
Ilinois.?

This is the second of a two-part article.
Letters of Humphrey Hood to his brother
Benjamin from the years 1852 to 1856 were
printed in the August, 1979, Journal.

In the following letter to Benjamin,
Humphrey expresses his hope of receiving
a promotion from his Illinois unit to sur-
geon of the federal regiment garrisoning
the fort. The promotion would allow
Matilda and the children to joiit him at Fort
Pickering.






