Mother Jones
1830-1930

The year 1980 marks the one hundred fiftieth anniversary of the birth of labor leader
Mary Harris “Mother” Jones and the fiftieth anniversary of her death. A fiery agitator for
half a century, Mother Jones was beloved by thousands of American working men and
women, particularly coal miners.

A friend and admirer was Duncan McDonald, state official of the United Mine Workers
and in 1919 president of the Illinois State Federation of Labor. In 1936 he was among the
speakers at the dedication of a monument in her honor at the Union Miners Cemetery in
Mount Olive, Illinois. An estimated forty thousand spectators attended the day-long
ceremonies.

In an unpublished autobiographical typescript in the McDonald Papers at the Illinois
State Historical Library, he recalled his impressions of that dauntless woman:
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