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They were richer, better read, and more widely traveled than the average Westerner, 
and, as businessmen, they found it advisable to take a leading part in the development 
of their localities. . . . The frontier merchant in Mid-America occupies a niche in the 
history of the nation that is as unique and valuable as those held by the fur trader, 
farmer, and professional man. 

LEWIS E. ATHERTON, The Frontier Merchant in Mid-Americal 

Three generations of the Jenkins family 
left their marks on the southern Illinois 
river town of Grand Tower, located in the 
ext reme southwest corner of Jackson 
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County, approximately sixty miles above 
the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers. Herod Marshall Jenkins, one of the 
middle generation, was typical of the ener­
getic and enterprising river merchants of 
the first quarter of the nineteenth century. 

1 Lewis E. Atherton, The Frontier Merchant in Mid-
America (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 
1971), pp. 163-64. 
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