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Calhoun County has had a history of log 
architecture, and a surprisingly large 
number of log structures exist there today. 
The reasons for that phenomenon can be 
found in the unique geographical location 
of Calhoun County and in the cultural trad­
itions of its pioneer families. 

In 1977, the author began a comprehen­
sive survey of log construction in the 
county, and eventually he identified ap­
proximately 250 log structures, including 
eleven double-crib log barns. All but one of 
the log barns were still in operation, and all 
showed considerable evidence of adapta­
tion in form and function. 

Through the years, the barns have had a 
variety of uses—grain storage, livestock 
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stabling, equipment storage, and, in at least 
one case, living quarters for the owners. 
Today, many of the barns are covered with 
weatherboard or metal siding. Sheds have 
been added to most of them. Some have 
accumulated an oral history, while others 
can be interpreted only through their ap­
pearance. Together, they comprise a valu­
able record of rural architectural history, of 
progressive use or disrepair, of cultural 
traditions, and of practical purpose. 

Calhoun County, located in south-central 
Illinois, is a narrow and heavily wooded 
peninsula bordered on the west by the Mis­
sissippi River and on the east by the Illinois 
River. The first significant influx of settlers 
into the area occurred in the 1820s. Most of 
those pioneers were of English descent and 
were attracted to the region because of its 
timber and its convenient location between 
the two waterways. In its first two decades, 
Calhoun was sparsely settled. Population 
historian William V. Pooley has speculated 
that the transient nature of the lumbering 
trade tended to make settlements unstable. 
According to Pooley, Calhoun County 
pioneers were an "exception to the general 
rule" of community development because 
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