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"I came here to see justice, but I find none." CARIMANI, 1 8 2 1 ' 

Ind ians of the Great Lakes region sub­
scribed to a kinship-centered system of jus­
tice. In the case of murder, the victim's fam­
ily was obligated to retaliate in kind against 
the perpetrator's family unless the presen­
tation of a suitable gift could be arranged to 
"cover the dead," that is, assuage the ag­
grieved relatives. Similar customs applied 
as well to intertribal killings, and quite nat­
urally Indians expected to continue their 
practice of justice in whatever conflicts 
would arise with white setders. In doing 
so, they were frustrated by the Anglo-
American legal system, in which the state, 
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rather than the family, administered jus­
tice. One such confrontation in frontier Il­
linois occurred when Winnebago Indians 
attempted to assert their ethos in coping 
with the intrusion of whites into the upper 
Mississippi Valley. 

The Winnebagos were a Siouan-speaking 
people encountered by the French in the 
Green Bay vicinity in the early 1600s. Over 
the next two centuries, members of the 
tribe pursued the fur trade throughout 
south-central Wisconsin and northwestern 
Illinois along the Rock River and its 
tributaries. In the War of 1812, a number of 
Winnebago bands fought alongside the 
British and their allies, Tecumseh and the 
Shawnee Prophet. Later, leaders of the 
bands were upset when they learned that 
their British allies had made peace with the 

' T h e Illinois Intelligencer (Vandalia) of May 15, 
1821 (p. 3, cols. 2-3), quoted Carimani, an aged Win­
nebago chief who attended the 1821 murder trial of 
two of his warriors. 
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The departure of British troops from Prairie du Chien in 1815, as envisioned by Peter Rindisbacher, a Swiss 
artist who passed through the area in the 1820s 

Americans. The leaders remained disgrun­
tled when Superintendent of Indian Af­
fairs William Clark invited them to send a 
peacemaking delegation to his headquar­
ters at St. Louis. Still influenced by British 
traders, they were not anxious to acknow­
ledge fealty to the Americans. While at least 
one band of Winnebago under Choukeka 
(Spoon or Ladle) Decora signed the June 3, 
1816, treaty of amity, other bands refused.2 

Tensions increased as lead miners, trad­
ers, and military men penetrated Win­
nebago lands. The newcomers commonly 
assessed the Winnebago demeanor as 
fiercely independent, resistant to "civiliza­
tion," sullen, and aloof. 

American officials expressed irritation 
that the disaffected Winnebago bands con­
tinued to make seasonal visits to British 
posts at Fort Maiden across the strait from 
Detroit and at Drummond Island at the 
northern end of Lake Huron. There they 
received presents and encouragement 
from sympathetic British commanders. 

American efforts at stopping the trips were 
largely ineffective.3 Colonel Joseph Lee 
Smith, commander of the Third Infantry 
Regiment at Fort Howard (Green Bay), re­
garded the Winnebagos as "vicious," "ac­
tive," and having a "mischievous charac­
ter." As proof, in January of 1820 he re­
lated the following example of Winnebago 
duplicity with the British. A band claiming 
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A. C. Bailey & Son, 1913) [pp. 20-38]. 
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