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In the past year the Historical Library and 
Society made significant advances in pro­
grams that will make the collections of 
books, documents, and photographs more 
useful to the public. The first advance was 
securing funds to repair the physical dam­
age to collections that has resulted from 
years of handling and storing in an inap­
propriate environment. The second ad­
vance was setting in place a plan that will 
modify the environment for the safe stor­
age of collections. And the third advance 
was making the content of the collections 
better known and therefore more available 
to the researching public. 

Progress toward securing funds for the 
future protection of the collections as well 
as repair of damage already done was first 
noted last Spring. At that time, staff and 
members and friends of the Society and 

Library responded to a call for help in con­
vincing the General Assembly to pass the 
Governor's budget. Letters, phone calls, 
and personal visits to state officials made 
the call for help a success. The bill that 
emerged from the General Assembly and 
was signed by the Governor provided for an 
increase of nearly 13 percent over the pre­
vious year. That increase would help to 
mitigate the effect of inflation; it would 
keep programs and staff on a par with pre­
vious years; and it would enable the agency 
to make needed repairs to its physical plant. 

But perhaps the most important feature 
contained in the appropriation bill was the 
recognition by the State of Illinois that the 
Historical Library should receive funds for 
conservation of the collections—especially 
those on paper—that make up the bulk of 
the Library's resources. 

291 


