WHEW ! ITIUE TnE
RAIN CHECKS !

SPRAY !

HA! HA!— —HA!—HA!—
1 NEARLY —HA-HA !t~

vmﬂn LAUGHING !
B, 7

THERE'S DO CAUSC FOR ALARB
IF PEOPLE WILL ODLY BE
REASODABLE —

TALK ABOUT BULLETZ
FPRAYED FROM MACHINE
GUNF — THEY ARE

NOT MORE DEADLY

THAN THE MUCUF

SPRAYED IN MILLIONS OF
DIFEAZE-BEARING DROPLETS
FROM PEOPLE'S MOUTHZ !

T CoucH OR SNEEZE INTO ANYTHING
BUT YOUR HANDKERCHIEF !

' T TALK OR LAUGH INTO ANYONE'S
FACE !

During the statewide influenza epidemic, health agencies used many resources for alerting the

public to the contagion. 1linois Health News carried this pictorial message in the October,
1918, issue.




McLecm County and the Influenza Epidemic
of 1918-1919

KAREN A. WALTERS

IN THE MIDST of American involvement in
World War I, an influenza pandemic
spread throughout the globe. The “Spanish
Influenza™ reportedly affected half of the
world’s population. In the United States,
about 500,000 deaths were blamed on the
iliness, many caused by a particularly viru-
lent form that rapidly progressed to a se-
vere pneumnonia.! And in McLean County,
as in areas throughout the country, efforts
at controlling the influenza epidemic sorely
tested the resources of affected com-
munities. The pandemic of 1918-1919
occurred in three waves: a mild occurrence
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in the spring and early summer of 1918; a
severe second wave from late September to
November that caused the highest mortal-
ity; and a third wave from January through
March of 1919. In the United States and in
McLean County, the largest number of
cases occurred during the second wave—
September, October, and November of
1918.2

Although the specific virus that caused
the pandemic was not identified, autopsies
revealed bacterial microorganisms in the
lungs of many victims, showing the likeli-
hood of pneumonia as a secondary infec-
tion.

There was no recognized vaccine, and no
age group seemed immune. Those who had
lived through a world-wide influenza

'“Will Influenza Come Again?” fifinois Health News,
New Series, 5 {1919), 205-06.
2fbid,, p. 206.






