Historian in Cowboy Boots

Jay Mbnaghan, 1893-1980
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Just about the first thing to get straight is the
name — or names— of our subject. For until
we do, the story can be more than a bit confus-
ing.

So turn to the lead article, “A New Source
of Information for Historians,” in the Journal
of the Hiinois State Historical Society for July,
1937. The author is fames Monaghan. Pick
up the June, 1949, issue of the same publica-
tion. The opening article, a tribute to Lloyd
Downs Lewis, is by Jay Monaghan. Run your
eye down the list of editorial staff members of
the Journalin the late 1940s. Now you will find

J. Monaghan, editor. (Italics added for em-
phasis!)

Asit happens, all of these Monaghans were
one and the same.

He was born James Jay Monaghan. We can
say that with certainty — that he was so bom
rather than so named afterward. Because he
was James Jay Monaghan /V. There had been
a succession of James Jay Monaghans before

Irung Dilliard & dean of presidents of the inots State
Historical Society. He held that post from 1947 to 1948
and was a trustee of the Hiinots State Historreal Lébrary
from 1938 to 1945. Among many awards, he recently
received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from the
Unzversity of Missouri-St. Louss.
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him, and we can be sure that the forms James,
Jay, and J. identified various members of his
ancestry through the generations.

To make it simple, we will call him Jay—a
compromise between James and J. and the
form that he camne to prefer, as when, for ex-
ample, he established himself as editor of the
American Trails series for the Bobbs-Merrill
Company and in 1947 produced his own
valuable contribution, The Overland Trail.
He was Jay Monaghan when he published in
1945 what became his best known work,
Driplomat in Carpet Stippers: Abraham Lin-
coln Deals with Foreign Affairs.

Significantly for us, he was, for the most
part, Jay Monaghan during the years between
late 1945 through 1950 when he was Illinois
State Histonian, Librarian of the Iltinois State
Historical Library, and Secretary-Treasurer
of the Illinois State Historical Society. In that
period, he signed many communications
simply “]. Monaghan,” doubtless to save time
and inkl

We salute Jay Monaghan now on the clos-
ing of his many-sided career that ranged from
exciting adventure in out-of-the-way places to
solitary scholarship in quiet historical
libraries. For he died at the age of eighty-nine






