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S]avery had existed in Illinois for more than 125 years when in 1847 Rev. John Mason
Peck began publishing a series of articles titled “Slavery in Illinois.” The series was commis-
sioned by the National Era, a Washington, D.C., newspaper devoted to antislavery, the
Liberty party, and “the cause of Human Freedom.”!' Peck, at fifty-eight years of age, was
one of the state’s leading religious and literary figures, well known not only for his work
among pioneer Baptists but also as the author or editor of numerous emigrant guides,
especially his highly popular Peck’s Gazetteer.*

Born in Litchfield, Connecticut, in 1789, Peck was ordained a Baptist minister in 1813.
He arrived in St. Louis, Missouri Territory, on December 1, 1817, as a home missionary for
the recently organized General Missionary Convention of the Baptist Denomination of the

'After the first article, the remainder were titled
“Notes on Ilinois,” written under the pseudonym “An
Old Settler” but identified as “from the pen of . M.
Peck™ on Feb. 3, 1848 (p. 18, col. 3). The National Era
was edited by Gamaliel Bailey, Jr., assisted by A. A
Phelps and John Greenleal Whittier: see the Jan. 7,
1847, issue, p. 2, col. 7.

*For a representative list of Peck’s published
works, see Helen Louise Jennings, "John Mason Peck
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and the Impact of New England on the Old North-
west,” Diss. University of Southern California 1961,
pp. 255-66. For his career, see also Rufus Babcock,
ed., Forty Years of Pioneer Life: Memoirs of John Mason
Peck . . ., Introduction by Paul M. Harrison (Carbon-
dale: Southern Hlinois University Press, 1963), passim,
esp. pp. xi=Ixxviii, and John T. Flanagan, ed.. "Leters
by John Mason Peck,” Journal of the Hlinois State Histori-
cal Society, 47 (1954), 264-67.







