Louss Rodenberg

Pioneer in Braille Printing
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Illinois' Louis William Rodenberg was a
pioneer in making the printed word and
musical symbol more accessible to the
sightless. Blinded as a youth, Rodenberg sur-
- mounted numerous difficulties to make con-
tributions that benefit the blind even teday.
Rodenberg, the son of Phillip and
Frederika von Behren Rodenberg, was bomn
in a log house in Randolph County in 1891.
His early childhood was in most respects nor-
mal. “As a boy," he recalled in his mernoirs, 1
reveled in fields, woods, and strearns, and in
going afoot to the country school amile and a
half away. I learned my catechism in German
and was confirmed in the German Methodist
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Church. We children spoke mostly English
between ourselves and until much later Ger-
man with our parents.™

At the age of eight, Rodenberg met with a
tragic accident that changed the course of his
life. Racing across a frozen field toward an
elder brother, he tripped on a comnstalk and
pierced an eye with a writing pen that he was
carrying. “The village doctor failed,”
Rodenberglater remembered, “and sodid the
sight in the other eye.” There followed “a
rushed train trip to St. Louis,” and “adreaded
operation in a strange big hospital.” The
operation was not successful, and Rodenberg
was left permanently blind .2

Despite his loss of sight, Rodenberg con-
tinued attending the nearby Belle Vista school
for two years. “I was led by my brothers and
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