The Rudowitz Extradition Case
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IN OCTOBER, 1908, the Russian consul in
Chicago, Baron Emest von Schilling, applied
for the extradition of Christian Ansoff
Rudowitz, a refugee who had fled to the
United States and settled in Chicago after tak-
ing part in the disorders accompanying the
Revolution of 1905. Upon the action by the
Russian consul, Rudowitz, a farm laborer
from the Baltic province of Courland, was ar-
rested and incarcerated in the Cook County
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Jail. The publicity that surrounded the ensu-
ing hearings and appeals focused national at-
tention on the issue of American relations with
the government of Czar Nicholas II.

According to Russian officials, the crimes
for which Rudowitz was sought — meurder, ar-
son, burglary, robbery, and larceny in the
Courland village of Benen during the winter
of 1905-1906 —came under the extradition
clause of the 1887 treaty between the United
States and Russia.

American critics of czarist repression took a
different view. To them, the alleged offenses
of the thirty-five-year-old Lettish peasant
were entwined with the political disturbances
of the time, and hence he was not subject to
extradition. Most of the agitation for his
release was centered in Chicago— where the
atmosphere became so embittered that the






