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When Joshua F. Speed left Springfield in
1841 to return to his home in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, he entrusted several financial matters
to his friend and attorney Abraham Lincoln,
The friendship between the two men began in
1837, when Lincoln moved from New Salem
to Springfield and roomed over Speed's
general store on the northwest comer of the
public square. Their correspondence from
the 1840s, now in the Illinois State Historical
Library, reflects their mutual concem for
each other's families and careers as well as for
the business affairs that Lincoln was handling
for his absent friend.

The Illinois State Historical Library recent-
ly received from John A, Patton of Springfield
an unpublished Lincoln document that was
written during one of the most interesting and
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complex of those matters. The document, a
receipt written by Lincoln, involves a
foreclosure against one of the leading
Democrats in Springfield, William Walters,
who in addition to being the editor and
publisher of the Hinods State Register was
public printer for the State of Illinois and a
neighbor of Lincoln’s.

A native of Wilmington, Delaware,
Walkers had served in the 1830s as a printer for
the highly partisan Naiional Intelligencer
newspaper in Washington, D.C. Because of
the popularity of his editorials boosting
Jacksonian policies, he was persuaded to
establish a Democratic paper at the seat of
government in lllinois, then Vandalia. In
spring of 1836 he launched the filinois State
Register. Within a year, he also won election






