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Read This Only to Yourself: The Private Writings of Midwestern Women, 1880-1910 
By ELIZABETH HAMPSTEN. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1982. Pp. xiii, 242. $22.50. 

that these women were more often than not 
This is a commendable book. It attempts some­
thing local history needs more of—a general yet 
comprehensive look at the psychology of wo­
men on the late nineteenth-century midwest-
ern frontier. The author has taken the per­
sonal writings—diaries and letters—of women 
from a vanished century and has made the 
material fascinating by interspersing fine 
explanatory narrative. 

What we conclude from this compilation is 
that Hampsten's frontier women represented a 
vast, quiet class that was not very concerned 
with the outside world; but what also emerges is 
something that will delight the buff and 
enlighten the scholar—clear evidence that there 
were certain common patterns of thought and 
action about the routine drudgeries of women's 
daily lives. Such thoughts and actions, in turn, 
shed considerable reflected light on the dynam­
ics of late pioneer society. For example, we may 
conclude from these writings that the three 
most powerful realities for women were love, 
illness, and death, and we are also made aware 

completely dependent economically. 
Slight weaknesses of the book would be the 

too frequent breaks in the narrative for refer­
ences to Freudian principles, obscure European 
authors, or such unrelated names as George 
Bernard Shaw and Moby Dick. The author 
could have concentrated on the diaries and let­
ters, because they have dramatic and didactic 
power. No doubt more care should have been 
taken in the selection of the writings, too, since 
one finds a lengthy correspondence between 
two very vague fellows, Civil War veterans, 
dated in the 1860s! This is a book that is sup­
posed to be about the personal writings of fron­
tier women in the years 1880 to 1910! 

Despite such flaws, the book takes a fresh, 
deeply intuitive approach to pioneer psychol­
ogy. This reviewer was transfixed by many of 
the characters, and he feels sure that other 
readers interested in Illinois and midwestern 
history will find that it fills a gap. 

JOHN D. COWGER 
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Harold L. Ickes: The Aggressive Progressive, 1874-1933 
By LINDA J. LEAR. New York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1981. Pp. vii, 452. 

This book is a photocopy of the author's 1974 
Ph.D. dissertation, done at Iowa State Univer­
sity under the direction of the distinguished 
historian Richard Lowitt. Lear examines the 
political life of Harold L. Ickes from his earliest 
days in Chicago reform politics until the start of 

his duties as President Franklin Roosevelt's Sec­
retary of the Interior. She traces Ickes's efforts 
to purify Chicago from the corrupt influences 
of traction and utilities magnates, his devotion 
to the leadership of Theodore Roosevelt, his 
lonely and frustrating attempts to keep the old 
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