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The political career of Everent McKinley
Dirksen spanned the time peried from
1926 to 1969. Tt began on the municipal
level and moved to the national scene when
he was elected to Congress in 1932. Dirksen
served in the House of Representatives
from 1933 to 1949, and in 1930 he won a
seat in the United States Senate, where he
represented the state of [llinois until his
death in 1969. He was chosen by Republi-
cans in 1959 to be Minority Leader. After
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Dwight D. Eisenhower left the White House
in 1961 Dirksen became the chief spokes-
person for the GOP until the election of
Richard M. Nixon in 1968, During his rise
to national leadership Dirksen displayed
extraordinary skill as a politician. At times
his actions were crassly expedient: on other
occasions he rose to the level of true states-
manship. It would be Dirksen's destiny as
Minority Leader to be a compromiser
within his own party and a wheeler-dealer
as perpetual leader of the loyal opposition.
In that role he gained national recognition
as a principled conservative as well as a
practitioner of pragmatic politics.

Everett Dirksen was born a twin on
January 4, 1896, at Pekin, a city on the Ilki-
nois River in the heart of the Prairie State.
Named after the Twenty-fitth President of






