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To better understand Dirksen and his
success in politics, it is necessary to examine
the challenging aspects of his early life that
contributed to the development of his
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character, personality, and inner drive.
One must take note of his family history,
now available in oral and written memoirs,
books, and other published materials at the
Everett McKinley Dirksen Congressional
Leadership Research Center in Pekin, Illi-
nois.

Dirksen’s mother Antje Conrady of
Ostfriesland, Germany, joined her brothers
in a voyage to America between 1870 and
1872. Following their arrival at the Scully






