“My dear M. W

Mary Lincoln Writes to Alexander Williamson

Edited by GERALD STEFFENS COWDEN

IN THE LATE spring of 1865, following the
assassination of her husband, Mary Todd
Lincoln moved with her sons Thomas
(“Tad™) and Robert from Washington,
D.C., to Chicago. Overwrought with grief
and obsessed with a fear of poverty, she
faced the future anxiously. Besides her
general concern abour finances, she was
particularly perplexed about the sizable
bills she had run up as First Lady that were
being pressed on her for payment. Much of
her anxiety was groundless, for the Lincoln
estate was more than adequate to meet her
needs, but she was a woman not easily con-
vinced against her own views. Near desper-
ation, she sought help wherever she could
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to raise money [or payving her debts and
living in a stvle she thought appropriate {or
the widow ol the Martyred President.

Accordingly, she engaged the services of
Alexander Williamson, a man she had
known in Washington, A Scotsman of about
fitty years of age, Williamson was a clerk in
the Second Auditor's (Mhice ol the Treas-
ury Department. Earlier, he had been the
tutor of Willie and Tad Lincoln. Doubtless
Mary Lincoln thought Williamson could as-
sist her because of his previous association
with her sons and because her husband had
expressed confidence in him.' She was con-
vinced that Williamson was a good manager
with “great intelligence.”?
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