Conflict in the Illinows

Woman Suffrage Movement of 1913
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“THERE HAS BEEN no event since the
Civil War of such far-reaching national sig-
nificance as the passage of the Woman's
Suffrage Bill in this state,” editorialized
Grace Wilbur Trout, president of the Illi-
nois Equal Suffrage Association, in 1913.
In that year, Illinois became the first state
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east of the Mississippi River to give women
the right to vote for township officials and
presidential electors. George Fitch, Pro-
gressive legislator from Peoria, called the
bill “the most revolutionary in the history
of the legislature.” Carrie Chapman Catt
wrote that the effect of the Illinois victory
was “astounding” and that “suffrage senti-
ment doubled over night” as a result.’ The
action of the Illinois General Assembly on
June 11, 1913, was a turning point for
national woman suffrage. The Illinois law
not only set a precedent for other states
but also is credited as a leading force
towards ratification of the Nineteenth
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