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I n 1917, Henry B. Fuller of Chicago, a 
distinguished man of letters, prepared an 
excellent but little known account of his 
native state's cultural development for The 
Centennial History of Illinois. How he came 
to write for the Centennial History, a project 
to mark one hundred years of Illinois 
statehood, is documented by hitherto 
unnoticed correspondence with Professor 
Clarence W. Alvord of the University of 
Illinois, editor of the series. Alvord per­
suaded the somewhat reclusive Fuller to 
visit about a dozen cities downstate, calling 
on college presidents, newspapermen, and 
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others for information regarding their 
communities. This uncharacteristic ven­
ture yielded an account that is still a 
remarkably balanced and perceptive piece 
of historical writing. 

Fuller surveyed the state's intellectual 
progress in the half century since 1867, 
when the legislature located the state uni­
versity on the prairie between Urbana and 
Champaign. His essay, which he titled 
"Culture in Illinois," was an extension of 
his lifelong concern for culture in his 
native city, exemplified by his landmark 
article of 1897, "The Upward Movement 
in Chicago." Unfortunately, Fuller's work 
in 1917 was nearly lost in the multi-
volumed Centennial History; divided into 
chapters labeled "Development of Arts 
and Letters" and "The Growth of Educa­
tion, Art, and Letters," it appeared without 
fanfare in The Industrial State, 1870-1893 
and The Modern Commonwealth, 1893-1918, 
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