T'he reminiscences of Flora Adelaide Bronson provide a self-portrait of an intelligent,
honest, feminist, and literary individualist. Born August 24, 1851, in extreme northwest-
ern Pennsylvania, she moved at the age of thirteen to Owosso, Michigan, and at age
eighteen settled in central Illinois, where she lived as a teacher and homemaker for the
next fifty years.

Tragedy set the course of her life. When Flora was eight, her mother, Sara Temple
Holcomb, had a series of strokes that resulted in partial paralysis. Soon after, Flora's
father died. Flora accepted the instability of her life matter-of-factly, even as she moved
from relative to relative and state to state during her early years. She had a love for school
and learning, and her early reading tastes showed remarkable range and variety. Just past
the age of fifteen, she began teaching school in Owosso and surrounding towns. Three
years later she moved to Illinois, where she instructed rural children and became a
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