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John J. Pershing hailed him as “one of the best
statf officers ever produced by our army.”
George C. Marshall called him the “civilian con-
science of the army.” _]nhrl M. Palmer (1870~
1955) grew up in a prominent Springfield,
IHlinois, home. An active childhood was fol-
lowed by graduation from West Point and ser-
vice In an American army just emerging from
the Indian wars.

Palmer's career was influenced by his grand-
father, John M. Palmer—Illinois governor,
United States senator, and presidential candi-

date. As a successful Civil War “political” gen-
eral, the elder Palmer expressed a great love for
the citizen soldier and a distrust of the
regulars.

Lieutenant Palmer was assigned to the Fif-
teenth Infantry for service on the frontier. He
largely missed the Spanish-American War bui
later, in the Philippines, was a district governor
to Moro tribesmen. In World War I, Palmer
was the first operations officer of the American
Expeditionary Forces.

In 1908, Palmer was detailed to the Line and

John MeAuley Palmer and George Catlett Marshall at the Pentagon in 1944
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