“For God, Countsz, and Home”
The Ku Klux Klan i Pekin, 1923-1925
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In the early 1920s, one of Pekin's newest
and most vocal fraternal organizations was
the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. The
Klan’s presence outside of the greater met-
ropolitan cities is an interesting reHection
on how Americans perceived their envi-
ronment and how the Klan as a nativist
organization adapted its program to fit the
character of a community. In Pekin the
Klan did not view itself as possessing the
power to enact change. Rather it portrayed
itself as a social order whose guiding prin-
ciples embodied Christian and patriotic
virtues essential to community
improvement,

Pekin is located in the central part of the
state along the Illinois River. In the decade
of the twenties, with its rail connections,
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river location, and county seat status,
Pekin prospered. Yet, as its population
rose to over twelve thousand people, the
town expertenced various social problems
and changes. The enforcement of Prohibi-
tion was a continuing legal batie. Eco-
nomic growth had attracted a diverse
socioeconomic work force. Among the
newcomers were [talian-Americans, who—
along with other southern and eastern
Europeans, blacks, and other minority eth-
nic groups—comprised less than five per-
cent of the total population.! Jazz and
movies were gaining favor with the young,
much to the displeasure of some older resi-
dents. The automobile sparked discussions
on economic potentials, mobility, and even
morality. Methodists, Baptists, and funda-
mentalist sects made up a major part of
Pekin’s spiritual life, while a variety of fra-
ternal and social organizations directed
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