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The November, 1876, attempt to steal
the body of Abraham Lincoln—one of the
most notorious crimes of the century—was
actually set in motion by the conviction and
imprisonment of a counterfeiter named
Benjamin Boyd. A skilled engraver who
executed nearly perfect plates for United
States currency, Boyd was serving a ten-
year sentence in the Illinois State Peniten-
tary at Joliet when two of his former
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partners became impatient for his
release.

The men were John Hughes, a Chica-
goan with a lengthy criminal record for
passing bogus money, and Terrence Mul-
len, keeper of The Hub, a Chicago saloon
that had a reputation as a gathering place
for counterfeiters and other “coney men.”
Mullen and Hughes planned to rob Lin-
coln’s tomb at Oak Ridge Cemetery in
Springfield and then hold the President’s
body as ransom for Boyd’s release.

Unwittingly, however, they shared the
details of their plan with Lewis C. Swegles,
a government informer—or “roper’—who
had been planted at The Hub by the Secret
Service Division of the United States Trea-
sury Department.

The plan devised by Hughes and Mullen
was similar to one attempted seveval






