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Hlinois: Its History & Legacy

Edited by Rocer D. Bripces and RobNEY O. Davis. St. Louis: River City Publishers Limited, 1984,
Pp. 199. Paper, $13.95. (Also available from the Illinois State Historical Society, Old State Capitol,
Springfield, Iinois 62701, at a member’s price of $11.16.}

Roger Bridges and Rodney Davis commis-
sioned eighteen authorities on lllinois history,
including themselves, to write broadly focused
essays on selected topics for a book that they
expect 1o appeal to nearly everyone. The book
is not a comprehensive history or textbook. As
stated in the Introduction, the editors asked
contributors to “give attention to lllinois's
uniqueness, to its relationship to larger Ameri-
can developments, and to its substantial leader-
ship in the nation’s endeavors” as they explored
their research interests.

Bridges and Davis arranged the resulting
eighteen essays into three parts, Part I includes
three essays that survey agriculure, sectional
politics, and sport. Part II chronicles the state
experience from 1673 w0 1900, with topical
treauments of the French period; politics and
law; communitarian experiments; transporta-
tion; Lincoln, slavery, and race relations;
blacks; women; growth of big business; and
labor’s tribulations. Part 111 focuses on Chicago
from 1833 10 the present by reviewing architec-
ture, white ethnics, blacks, literature, crime,
and politics.

Among the contributors are some of the fin-
est scholars currently writing [llincis history,
Their theme emphasizes the fact that the
various features of the state’s past are all the

more intriguing because they are also of vial
sighificance to the national experience. This
theme, of course, is one of the characteristics
that makes Illinois history so enticing for stu-
dents. Although the essayists did not feotnote
their works, they did append “Suggested Read-
ings” lists. Readers might wish that the editors
had included additional topics, bur they will not
quarrel with those that were selected or with the
scholarly and stimulating way in which they
were written.

The editors and authors have achieved their
goal with this publication. The essays do “sum-
marize the latest scholarship and interpreta-
tions while offering new material where
appropriate,” and for this reason the book
should prove especially attractive to high school
and college instructors and to students of Iili-
nois history, Ilinois: s History &8 Legaey will
prove most valuable as a collateral text for Rob-
ert P. Howard's {llinois {1972). The essays in this
fine volume will focus the attention of students
on various topics, which they may then explore
turther by consulting publications included in
the “Suggested Readings” lists or articles pub-
lished in the fournal,

RaymonD E. Havser
Waubonsee Community College

The Poems of H.: The Lost Poet of Lincoln’s Springfield
Edited by Joun E. HaLtwas. Peoria, 111.: Ellis Press, 1982. Pp. viii, 243. $22.95.

The discovery of an unknown Illinois poet,
active a century and a half ago, would seem
abour as likely in this state woday as having an

earthquake, But just the other day I heard of

ominous activity along the New Madrid Fault,
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and in the mail came a volume of poems by
someone known only as “H."—who was, it
turned out, writing in Springfield way back in
the 1830s, regularly challenging the readers of
the Sangamo fournal with his rather ambitious






