A Banker at War

The World War I Expm‘énces of Charles Gates Dawes

. EDWARD A. GOEDEKEN

When Charles Gawes Dawes joined the
American Expeditonary Forees in Mav,
1017, he wanted to go where the acuon was.
He soon found it, hut not where he thouglu
it would be. Instead of dodging bulless,
Dawes ound himsell General Purchasing
Agent for the American Expeditionary
Forces, up against a “‘red-hot poker of con-
stant supply emergencies.” Although he
spent little time at the front—and never fired
a gun—Dawes played an imporwnt role in
the American contribution to the war. His
inMluence on the conduct of American and
Allied supply showed how a businessman
could learn military ways and improve on
them. A look at Dawes’s experiences in the
war also provides an example of how one
strong-willed individual can make a mark
on a struggle between millions.!

Why would 4 man, just three months shy
ol his fiftv-second birthday and safely en-
sconced in Chicago as the president of a
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Large bank, eisk Iife and limb in a war three
thousand miles away? For Charles Dawes
there was no hesitation. As the oldest of six
children, he had spent his childhood years
listening to the oft-told stories about his
great-great-grandfather William Dawes,
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