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That wide strip of land lying beiween
the Alleghentes and the Mississippi, known
to the French as Eastern Louisiana, lacked
the population to permit it a direct role in
the eighieenth-century struggles for con-
trol of the North American continent. Yet
the region’s potential eminence in agricul-
ture and commerce rendered it central to
the peace seulement of 1783. The French
had claimed much of the western country
and indeed had established the early settle-
ments of Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vin-
cennes along the Wabash and Mississippi
rivers. Yet France’s possession of the rich
hintertand proved to be temporary. Great
Britain gained title to the lands touching
the Mississippi in the Treaty of Paris of
1763. With that triumph of British diplo-
macy the English settlers assumed that
they could at last enter the great wilder-
ness beyond the mountains, freely and
safely. They soon discovered that the
French removal offered them security, but
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no access to the western lands. The Lon-
don government, in the Royal Proclama-
tion of 1763, made the fateful decision o
assign the lands west of the Alleghenies to
the Indians and fur traders. When pio-
neers defied the Proclamation and pushed
across the mountains, the British opened
the upper valleys of the Ohio and Tennes-
see rivers to setlement. By 1775 the
forests of eastern Kentucky and Tennessee
contained thousands of settlers. Mean-
while north of the Ohio the British contin-
ued to limit the inhabitants to Indians,
traders, and the residents of the old
French villages. Whether permitted to
occupy the western lands or not, the sea-
board colonies assumed that the early
charters still assigned the West to them.
The British challenged those claims totally
by incorporating the western country
north of the Ohio into the province of
Quebec in the Quebec Act of 1774.!
Across the Mississippi was Louisiana,
ceded by France to Spain in 1763 as com-
pensation for its losses in the Seven Years
War. Many of the French drifted into the
Spanish villages along the west bank of the
Mississippi, especially St. Louis. From
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