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In the spring of 1920, the first volume of a 
projected set of six was published in Chi­
cago. It would be followed that year by vol­
umes two, three, and four, and by the time 
that the set was complete in 1921, it was well 
on its way to making history in the field of 
children's literature. Titled My Book House, 
the set was unique in many ways, not the 
least of which was its creator, editor, and 
publisher, Olive Beaupre Miller.1 

Olive Beaupre's principal aspiration since 
childhood had been to become a writer, and 
by the age of seven she was filling notebooks 
with stories of her own making. An insatia­
ble reader, she also had a penchant for draw­
ing, and after reading a book she would 
often write brief reviews, fully illustrated 
with her own drawings. Many of her note­
books, along with families of finely made 
paper dolls created by Olive and her sister, 
have been preserved in the Sophia Smith 
Collection of Smith College. 

Early adversity may be the incentive that 
impels some writers, but such was not the 
case with Olive Beaupre. She grew up in 
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Aurora, Illinois, in the midst of a large and 
comfortable family. Financially secure and 
eager for their children to carry on the family 
traditions of learning and community ser­
vice, William and Julia Beaupre were un­
stinting in their encouragement of their 
young daughter. 

Both parents were descendants of Kane 
County pioneers. Julia Kennon Brady 
Beaupre was the daughter of Lorenzo Dow 
Brady, who had emigrated from New York 
to Illinois in 1837, and Caroline Kennon 
Brady. After investing in seven hundred 
acres of land on the Fox River, Lorenzo 
Brady built a large house in town and estab­
lished himself as a merchant and banker. He 
served in the Illinois General Assembly from 
1850 to 1852, and he was an early organizer 
of the Republican party in the state. The 
Bradys' spacious house, complete with a 
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