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From the age of sixteen until he turned ffty-
five, Harold Ickes was an adopted son of Hlinois
whose reform efforts touched many levels of
Chicago politics, as well as state and national
aftairs, His support of Progressive causes
nearly always found him on the losing side.
Until he helped elect FDR in 1932, the only
successtul candidate who had his active support
was Theodore Roosevelt in 1904, Tckes's unex-
pected appointment as Secretary of the Inerior
in 1933 wok him to Washington for thirteen
years. He became an outstanding governmem
servant who administered very large budgets
without a hint of scandal and who became
widely known as one of the New Deal's most
trenchant defenders. A careful study of his
career has long been needed, but only recently
have his private papers become accessible 10
scholars.

The ostensible justification for this book was
Australian political historian Graham White's
discovery of the papers, Even before he had a
chance to use them, he and his colleague in psy-
chology, John Maze, had published an article in
the Spring, 1981, issue of the Journal of Psycho-
fistory i which they laid down the major Freud-
ian interpretations ol [ekes found in the
volume under review. While the book presemns
much new material abour Ickes's very unhappy
frst marriage, as well as other personal details,
there is no new intormation on either the role
he played in the public arena or the authors’
prior assessment of his personality. Basing their
work almost exclusively on Ickes’s own words,
either published or stll in manuscript, they
rarely refer to contemporary accounts and
hardly wuch the vast scholarship available for
the early decades of wentieth-century Winois
history or the dozen years of the Roosevelt
Administration. And  when their primary
sources dry up, as they do once the Second
World War begins, their account does also.

The reader has an early indication of the
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authors’ bias when they disclose that Ickes and
his strict Presbyterian mother played cards
“secretively, without open enjoyment, since
both feli a great sense of guil.” They go on to
say, "Even it one does not apply to this the
Freudian view of card-playing as an onanistic
equivalent, the feeling Harold evidently had
that he was being elevated o some secret and
forbidden intimacy in his father's place is plain
enough” (pages 16-17). If the reference to
onanism seems gratuitous, the reader soon dis-
covers that the book is riddled with innuendo.
In reporting that Ickes became disillusioned
with such former heroes as John Harlan, Gif-
ford Pinchot, or Hiram Johnson, the authors
conclude: “For such a personality as lckes, rela-
tions with admired males always were ambiva-
lent, because they were based in large measure
on feminine teelings of dependency and physi-
cal attraction, against which he desperately
defended himself when these feelings came
close to consciousness. These unconscious fears
ol emasculation underlay much of his combat-
iveness” (page 110). Likewise Ickes’s love of the
countryside and his dedication to conserving
the nation’s forests were highly suspect since
“according to one psychoanalytic interpreta-
ton, landscapes often function as symbols of
the temale body,” while forest trees were “clas-
stc phallic symbols,” so that by “combining the
body of mother earth and the towering forest
from it we have the phallic mother” (page
157).

For those who have the stomach wo digest
these insinuations, there will be litde reward in
understanding ickes’s importance as one of
America's chief reform voices for over half a
century. But other scholars are at work, and the
time is not too distant when we may be able to
read a balanced account of the man who
returned homelands to American Indians, who
oftered Marian Anderson the use of the Lin-
coln Memorial when the DAR refused 1o let her






