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On November 12, 1912, Chicago news-
papers were brimming with accounts of
politics, sports, and culture. Some were
speculating on who would be appointed o
the Cabinet of Woodrow Wilson, elected
President of the United States just one
week carlier. Others were concerned over
the possibility of a deadlock in the Illinois
legislature. Wisconsin and Michigan were
vving for the football championship of the
Big Nine Conference. A music lover could
buyv a Victrola for as little as fifteen dollars.
By chance that same evening the Chicago
Little Theatre presented its first perfor-
mance in a “fourth-Hoor-back™ in the Fine
Arts  Building Michigan Avenue,
approximately from Art
Institute.!

Chicagoans boasted that the Fine Arts
Building was “the only skyscraper in the
world devoted solely to the arts.” The Lit-
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tle Theatre, thus launched, became the
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prototype of hundreds of other organiza-

tions of similar nature. Some have said that
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