A single life can illuminate an age. The

examination of the smallest unit in the
social and political equation—the individ-
ual human being—can reveal the fHavor
and character of a whole generation. The
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examined life need not be that of a
national leader; neither Abraham Lincoln
nor Jane Addams typified their genera-
tions. By definition the great stand apart,
and even a life as fascinating and instruc-
tive as Eleanor Roosevelt's, for example,
gives a distorted and indirect image of her
times. If the famous are atypical, the
obscure are inarticulate and leave little evi-
dence for the historian. To grapple with
the meaning of America we turn to the
middling American.

James Semple was such an American.






