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I n August ot 1858, twenty-one-year-old
William Osborne Davis of Marshallion,
Pennsylvania, arrived at Normal, lllinois,
in time to share the excitement of the sena-
torial campaign between Abraham Lincoln
and Stephen A. Douglas. Davis’s host was
Jesse W. Fell, a great admirer of Lincoln
who arranged for his young guest to
attend many political activities during the
campatgn. On October 22, young Davis
was a curious observer of 4 Douglas rally at
Bloomingion, one of scores of meetings
addressed by the senatorial candidates in
addition to the seven Ffaumous debates.
Davis dismissed Douglas as “a portly, litle
dark, irregular featured man with a kind
of defiant air, and a voice similar to a Jack-
ass” and his followers as “ragged boys and
lousy looking Irishmen.”

Mark A, Phonmer is professor of history at Hlinois State
University and a former president of the Itlinois State His-
torical Sociely.

Michael Maher is the editor of An llinois Legacy:
Gubernatorial Addresses of Adlai E. Stevenson, pub-
lished in 1985 by Paint Hill Press. He is on the staff of the
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs at [Hinois
State.

181

At month’s end, Davis rode a thirty-car
special train to a Republican rally in
Springheld. The trip was free, and while
Davis joined the crowd on the east side of
the capitol long enough to hear Lincoln’s
last speech of the campaign and pro-
nounce him “a very plain man who
appears to be one of the people,” he
expressed more interest in seeing the
sights of Springfield.' He spent most of the
day surveying the offices ol the state capi-
wl, the governor’s house, the mansion of
tormer Governor Joel Matteson, and local
eateries.

In the witty letter printed below, Davis

YAlthough this was Lincoln’s last speech in an
exhausting campaign, only a bragment of his remarks
survives. See Roy P. Basler, ed., Marion Dolores Pratt
and Lloyd A, Dunlap, asst. eds. The Collected Works of
Abraham Lincofn (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Uni-
versity Press, 1953-1955), [11, 334-35. Springlield’s
Hlinots State Journal wrote: “We have neither time nor
room o give even a skewch of his remarks today.
Suffice it to say, the speech was one of his very best
etforts, distinguished for its clearness and force, and
for the satistactory manner in which he exposed the
roorbacks and misrepresentations of the enemy. The
conclusion of this speech was one of the most elo-
quent appeals ever addressed to the American

people.”






