The Ruse of Jacksonian Politics i Illinois
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In 1819 Edward Coles, an idealistic
young Virginian, arrived in Illinois to free
his slaves and to find his peace of mind and
political fortune. He left thirteen years
later with both his political fortune and
peace of mind buffeted by the winds of
change. He had arrived at the height of
the Era of Good Feelings with an appoint-
ment as land register from his friend
James Monroe. When he left 1llinois, good
feelings had been replaced by party spirit.
Hlinois had become a Jacksonian state,
with the opposition party building steadily.
This paper will focus on the inability of the
old leadership to adapt to a new political
climate.

The election of 1822, only the second
gubernatorial election in the new state’s
history, was confusing for many voters.
The state constitution prohibited the
incumbent governor, Shadrach Bond,
from succeeding himself. Candidates
entered the race over the course of a year
and a half, and generally their names were
unknown in Illinois politics. The shadow
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of former Territorial Governor Ninian
Edwards, whose term in the United States
Senate had two years to run, hung over the
race. Edwards was generally assumed to
have the strongest organization, but he did
not throw his hat into the ring.

The contest began when Joseph Phillips,
originally from Tennessee, announced his
candidacy in February, 1821, a year and a
halt before the election. “A man of very
respectable talents and pleasing manners,”
Phillips had served as Illinois territorial
secretary from 1816 to 1818, and he had
cast his lot with Bond—a fellow southern
Illinoisan—in 1818. As a reward, Bond
appointed him Chief Justice of the Illinois
Supreme Court.!

Phillips was regarded as the favorite of
the ant-Edwards faction, but he did not
lay out a platform or even mention any
issues in his campaign announcement. A
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