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Marie Rouensa-8cate8a (8 represents the 
phoneme ou), a name like Rene Robert 
Cavelier de La Salle, is at once poetic and 
attached to a person of historical importance 
and of heroic stature. If Francis Parkman 
had cont inued his history of the Illinois 
country into the period following La Salle's 
death, he might have seized upon Marie 
Rouensa and used her life as the nucleus 
for the next stage of his story. Parkman's 
variety of romant ic biographical history, 
splendid as it was, had gone out of fashion 
by the early twentieth century. Clarence 
Walworth Alvord, in his magisterial Illinois 
Country, 1673-1818, did not elaborate upon 
the lives of individuals, choosing in the 
manner of his time to dwell upon geogra­
phy, politics, and institutions. Alvord briefly 
mentions Kaskaskia Chief Rouensa, Marie's 
father, but neither Alvord nor Parkman had 
any interest in discussing the life of an In­
dian woman, even one as impor tan t as 
Marie.1 

In a 1944 article for this journal Floyd 
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Mulkey devoted several paragraphs to Marie, 
describing her as "Father [Jacques] Gravier's 
favorite convert," which she certainly seems 
to have been. And Natalia Maree Belting, 
whose 1948 monograph on French Kaskaskia 
has yet to be superseded, devotes a page to 
the historical importance of a single Indian 
woman, Marie Rouensa-8cate8a, daughter of 
Chief Rouensa of the Kaskaskia tribe.3 

The Jesuit Jacques Gravier described the 
seventeen-year-old Marie's conversion to 
Christianity at Peoria, probably in 1694: 

The girl made her first communion on the 
feast of the Assumption of Our Lady; she had 
prepared herself for it during more than 3 
months—with such fervor, that she seemed fully 
penetrated by that great mystery. . . . 

Having heard me say that many christians, 
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