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The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln: Second Supplement, 1848-1865 
Edited by ROY P. BASLER and CHRISTIAN O. BASLER. New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 1990. 
Pp. xi, 124. $40. 

Roy P. Basler, chief editor of the nine-volume 
Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln (1953-1955) and 
editor of a supplementary volume (1974), died 
before the preparat ion of the present volume 
was complete, and his son completed the work. 
"This Second Supplement contains items that have 
surfaced since 1974," Christian O. Basler observes. 
"They run, as in the First Supplement, to the rou­
tine and minor items more generally than was 
true in The Collected Works" (page v). 

Notable exceptions are seven letters of 1849 
in which Lincoln reveals his eagerness to be 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, his 
maneuver ing to get the job , and his disappoint­
ment at failing to do so. Several letters of the 
1850s also are informative. None of the items for 
the presidential years are particularly revealing, 
but all are, of course, welcome. Some were previ­
ously pr inted in the Journal of the Abraham Lincoln 
Association, and its editor, Thomas F. Schwartz, 
permit ted the reuse of his annotat ions of about 
a dozen items. 

No doubt, unknown Lincoln documents will 
cont inue occasionally to come to light. Cul lom 
Davis and his coworkers of the Lincoln Legal 
Papers Project keep turning them up in county 
courthouses and elsewhere. Still, Lincoln manu­
scripts are becoming so scarce as to command 
astronomical prices, and quite a few of them were 
available to the editors of the Second Supplement 
only as reproduced in dealers' catalogs, often in 
fragmentary form. 

There may be unrecognized pieces of Lincoln's 
authorship in documents signed by others but 
actually composed by him. In War of the Rebellion 
. . . Official Records (Series 1, Volume 2, pages 723 -
24), for example, there is a communicat ion dated 
Washington, June 25, 1861, addressed to Francis 
H. Peirpoint and signed by Simon Cameron, 
which begins "the President directs me to say" 

and cont inues with phraseology that sounds very 
little like Cameron and very much like Lincoln. 

RICHARD N. CURRENT 

South Natick, Massachusetts 

Michael Bonansinga, a research assistant on the Lin­
coln Legal Papers Project, examines courthouse records 

ILLINOIS HISTORICAL JOURNAL 

Vol. 84 (Autumn, 1991) 194 


