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In the early days of formal American mil­
itary involvement in Vietnam, the war did 
not attract much attention. As of August, 
1964, civil rights agitation and the upcom­
ing presidential election were the impor­
tant issues. Also, the nation still felt the 
shock of President John F. Kennedy's 
assassination. For students at America's 
colleges and universities, the fall semester 
approached rapidly. For students at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana the start of 
the fall semester was marked by the annual 
"New Year's Convocation" speech. 

In an almost prescient talk, Abram L. 
Sachar, president of Brandeis University, 
spoke not of Vietnam but of the nature 
and role of dissent in the university. 
Despite escalating tensions on campuses, 
Sachar urged that students should be criti­
cal, basing their commentary on careful 
research and restraint: 

You are going to live among the great issues of 
your t ime, pe rhaps of all t ime. You will have to 
fight, in words and actions, for your beliefs. If 
you brutal ize the language of dissent, dissipate 
the p r o u d words on parochial concerns, what 
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