
The Fulton County War at Home and in the Field 

The Civil War is remembered in terms of 
unbridled enthusiasm, high purpose, and 
immortalized leadership. As so often hap­
pens, however, a closer scrutiny of actual 
incidents provides a different perspective. 
Early in 1862, war fever swept throughout 
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the North, where public opinion demanded 
that the Union be restored and Fort 
Sumter's honor be avenged. The initial na­
tionalism, fueled by emotion, would re­
quire strong bonds as defeats on the battle­
field and the awareness of a long arduous 
war became reality. After the inidal flurry of 
enlistments, subsequent volunteering was 
heavily sdmulated by bounties and the draft, 
but American aversion towards standing 
armies and involuntary service embodied 
very compelling power.' Eventually, various 
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