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During the quarter century between the
arrival in Chicago of the first Filipinos as
government-supported pensionado scholar-
ship students in 1903 and the start of the
Great Depression in 1929, educational aspi-
ration functioned as a dominant theme in
the city’s Filipino community. Schooling in
America promised upward mobility—the
key to a better life at home. The Philippines
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was changed and changing under the
American celonial policy that followed the
Spanish-American War. Chicago—with its
great universities, night school programs,
and technical courses of study—promised
access to education and the employment
frequently necessary to finance it. Obviously,
not all Filipinos who came to Chicago be-
fore the passage of the Tydings-McDuffie
Act in 1934 studied there, but those who did
and those who aimed at doing so—however
briefly, however unrealistically—defined a
common ambition that gave their commu-
nity a persistent identity.' If aspiration re-
mained constant throughout the quarter-
century period, however, achievement did
not. The meshing of aspiration with reality

The Tydings-McDuffie Act provided for the estab-
lishment of the Philippine Commoanwealth in Nov.,
1935, and implemented a fifty-per-year Filipino im-
migration quota, thus ending the unrestricted migra-
tion of Filipino “nationals” from the Islands to the
United States.






