
To Hold the Prize 

The first recorded county seat controversy 
in American history occurred in 1752 when 
the residents of Little Rest, Rhode Island, 
petitioned the colonial assembly for removal 
of the county seat of Kings County from the 
town of Tower Hill. It was not until the 
rapid settlement of the West during the 
nineteenth century, however, that struggles 
over the location of county seats became 
more frequent and severe. Among the hun­
dreds of such battles that took place prior to 
the 1870s, five resulted in the death of one 
or more participants. One of those deaths 
occurred during the Du Page County seat 
war of 1867-1872. However tragic that 
death, the real signilicance of the Du Page 
struggle was the massive disruption of both 
county government and the countv political 
processes. During those five years, county 
government operated tenuously, at best, or 
not at all, and politics became so factional 
that party affiliation ceased to matter. All 
that mattered was which town the candidate 
supported. 

Controversy over the location of the 
countv seat began with the formation of 

Du Page County in 1839. Ihe act that cre­
ated Du Page provided that three conmissioners—Seth Read of Kane County, 
Horatio G. Loomis of Cook County, and 
Ralph Woodruff of LaSalle County—ap­
pointed by the general assembly should 
choose the best possible location for the 
new county seat. Julius M. Warren, the 
founder of Warrenville, intensely lobbied 
the commissioners to choose his commu­
nity, but Joseph Naper, the founder of 
Napervil le, had planned well. Morris 
Sleight, a friend of Naper's, had already 
pledged the three acres of land as a court-
house site called for by the legislature, and 
Naper secured subscriptions in the amount 
of $5 ,000 , $2,000 more than required by 
law, to build the courthouse. The commis­
sioners quickly chose Naperville as the 
county seat. 

The divisiveness quickly spilled over into 
the political arena during the May, 1839, 
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