
The war years of 1917 and 1918 saw vio­
lence not only on the battlefields of Europe 
but also in the communities of America as 
prowar hysteria and superpatriotic violence 
sought out victims. In the Far West the rank 
and file of the Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW) became the target of attack 
because of their leaders' militant methods 
and revolutionary rhetoric. In the upper 
Midwest, leaders of the National Nonparti­
san League suffered hostility resulting from 
socialistic pronouncements and antiwar atti­
tudes. Throughout the rest of the country, 
including Illinois, the superpatriotic vio­
lence focused on the ethnic and cultural tra­
ditions of the German-American commu­
nity.1 The situation in the coalfield towns of 
Macoupin and Montgomery counties in 
south-central Illinois, however, was more 
complex. Evolving war passions there added 
heat to a volatile mix of union factionalism, 
labor-management conflict, and radical poli­
tics that exploded in two weeks of rampant 

David DeChenne received a B.A. in history education from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, an M.A. in 
history and an M.A. in political science from Sangamon 
State University, and a Doctor of Arts in history from Illinois 
State University in 1989. He has published articles in Gate­
way Heritage (1990) and Locus (1991), and he is cur­
rently researching labor conflict in Salem, Illinois. DeChenne 
is on the faculty of Nokomis High School. 

superpatriotic violence during the winter of 
1918. 

Unlike many other areas of the country, 
the United States declaration of war against 
Germany was greeted with very little reac­
tion, either pro or con, in the coal-mining 
communities of the Macoupin-Montgomery 
district. During the first six months of the 
war, apparently there were no patriotic dem­
onstrations such as flag rallies or belligerent 
speeches attacking the Kaiser; on the other 
hand, outward, organized, or vocal signs of 
opposition were equally absent.2 

The reasons for that cool reaction varied. 
The Macoupin-Montgomery area was part of 
a midwestern region that inherently held an 
isolationist tradition. The absence of any 
dramatic event before the declaration of 
war, such as the attack on Pearl Harbor or 
the sinking of the Maine, left the Midwest 
generally unpolarized. The Illinois State 
Council of Defense admitted that "at the 
time America entered upon the war, the war 
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