
"His own fault" 

Rev. Charles H. Ellis of Bloomington Sermonizes on the 
Assassination of Abraham Lincoln 
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An the days and weeks following the assassi­
nation of Abraham Lincoln, Northern pul­
pits spoke often and eloquently about the 
martyred President. The preachers effusive­
ly praised Lincoln, sometimes elevating him 
to an almost superhuman status. On June 1, 
1865, Edward Searing—a Congregationalist 
from Milton, Wisconsin—proclaimed that 
Lincoln was "one of the most faultless exam­
ples of true manhood ever prominently 
exhibited to the world. . . . [W]hile he 
possessed all virtues he was free from all 
vices."1 George Dana Boardman, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Philadelphia, 
announced on April 19 that Lincoln "was 
absolutely incorruptible. . . . I honestly 
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believe that there never trod the earth a 
more sympathetic, unselfish, large-hearted, 
forgiving man than he."2 Most Northern 
preachers announced that Lincoln was a 
truly great man. Abram Newkirk Littlejohn, 
an Episcopalian rector from Brooklyn, New 
York, emphasized: "If he [Lincoln] was not 
great, then, by some strange fortune, it fell 
to his lot to achieve results hitherto deemed 
possible only to the highest order of faculty. 
If he was not great, history will have its most 
startling wonder to record."3 On April 30 at 
the Broadway Tabernacle Congregational 
Church in New York City, Joseph Parrish 
Thompson exclaimed that "great" was an 
inadequate word to describe the Sixteenth 
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