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From the 1850s to the 1930s, the campus 
of Shimer College at Mount Carroll, Illinois, 
underwent a place image evolution that 
projected changing institutional values. 
Many aspects of its designed place image 
were unique to the campus. Others were 
representative of wider national trends in 
campus design. As a local seminary that by 
the 1870s was preparing young women for 
the life roles expected of them and for study 
at advanced institutions, the college campus 
was a vernacular landscape designed largely 
by its proprietress, Frances Ann Wood 
Shimer (1826-1901), who employed popu­
lar residential landscape and building con­
ventions of the period. The place image was 
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that of the well-cultivated rural home. By 
the 1920s, Shimer College—a junior college 
then affiliated with the University of 
Chicago—had a professionally designed 
campus whose formal image was the essence 
of the historicism of contemporary colle­
giate quadrangles. Its evolution in form 
illustrates the connection between image 
and function in the built environment that 
is present not only in cities, but in small 
towns and rural areas as well. 

Styles of architecture and landscape are 
associated with particular periods as collec­
tively accepted archi tectura l images 
respond to cultural values. Different archi­
tectural styles and landscape arrangements 
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