
THE ILLINOIS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION AGENCY 

Collecting, preserving, and i n t e rp re t i ng the history of I l l ino is is the mis­

sion of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, created in 1985 by an 

Executive Order and accompanying legis lat ion. The agency is governed 

by a seven-member Board of Trustees appointed by the Governor. 

T H E S T A T E H I S T O R I C A L L I B R A R Y , f o u n d e d in 1889, is a m a j o r 

research institution dedicated to preserving materials relating to the history 

of I l l ino is . Current h o l d i n g inc lude 164,000 p r i n t e d volumes. 1,100 

periodicals, 9.2 million manuscripts, 65,000 reels of microfilm, 3,600 

broadsides, 3,000 maps, 251,000 p h o t o g r a p h s and o t h e r images, and 

one the largest col lect ions of L Inco ln iana . 

T H E H I S T O R I C SITES D I V I S I O N operates a n d admin is ters f i f ty- three 

sites t h r o u g h o u t the state. The d iv is ion ma in ta ins and preserves 108 

major h is tor ic bu i ld ings, 82 in terpre t ive or suppor t faci l i t ies, and near ly 

5,000 acres of land. Thirty-four capital improvement projects are currently 

underway, i nc l ud ing the development the Pu l lman Palace Car 

Factory and Hote l F lorence in Ch icago as major historic sites 

THE PRESERVATION SERVICES DIVISION oversees state and federal 

historic preservation programs in Illinois. The division identifies, protects, 

and p romotes histor ical ly important sites through seven p rog ram 

areas: grants, survey and registration, local government services, archaeology, 
resources protection, architectural services, and publications. 

THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION coordinates 

Public I n f o r m a t i o n , Specia l and P r o m o t i o n a l Events. Research and 

Education, Marketing and Grants, and Publications for Agency. 

THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, founded in 1899, was 

made a department of the His tor ica l L ib ra ry in 1903 and of the Historic 

Preservation Agency in 1985. The Society sponsors the Congress of 

Illinois Historical Societies and Museums, which offers educational services 

to the state's cultural organizations. 

THE LINCOLN LEGAL PAPERS PROJECT is a multi-year research 
effort to edit and pub l i sh all documen ts pe r ta in ing to the legal career of 

Abraham Lincoln. THe project is a cooperative effort with the Abraham 

Lincoln Association, the College of Law of the University of Illinois, and 

the Legal Studies Center of Sangamon State University. 

In c o m p l i a n c e w i t h the Illinois H u m a n R i g h t s Act, t he I l l i n o i s 

Cons t i t u t i on , the U.S. Civ i l Rights Act, Sect ion 504 of the Rehab i l i ta t ion 

A c t , as a m e n d e d , a n d t h e U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c 

Preservat ion Agency does not d isc r im ina te on the basis o f race, co lor . 

sex, national origin, age, or handicap in admission to, or treatment or 

employment in, programs or activities. The Equal Employment 

Opportunity Officer, who is responsib le for comp l i ance , may be reached 

at (217) 785-4674. 


