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Palace Car Prince: A Biography of George Mortimer Pullman 
By LISTON EDGINGTON LEYENDECKER. Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1992. Pp. xiii, 323. $29.95. 

"A man would have to be a damn fool not to 
meet his men halfway," Republican boss Mark 
Hanna remarked tartly after the 1894 Pullman 
Strike. The Pullman Palace Car Company had 
slashed wages during the depression of the 1890s 
but had refused to lower rents for the workers 
who lived in George Mortimer Pul lman ' s 
"model" company town. The result of that failure 
to meet his men halfway was a violent nationwide 
strike of railway workers. 

Much has been published about the Pullman 
Strike, the town of Pullman, and railway union 
leader Eugene V. Debs, but amazingly no one 
has written a full-scale biography of Pullman 
until now. Colorado historian Liston Edgington 
Leyendecker became interested in the subject 
when he discovered that Pullman had spent sev­
eral years in the West during the Pike's Peak 
gold rush of the late 1850s. Leyendecker's biog­
raphy reveals that Pullman was no fool, but the 
author does explore fully the character traits 
that led the Palace Car Prince to such a disas­
trous collision with his workers. 

Pullman's life was a typical entrepreneurial 
success story of the nineteenth century. Born in 
upstate New York, he inheri ted his father's 
house-moving business. When trade slackened in 
the Erie Canal district, he headed west and 
arrived in Chicago where his house-moving skills 
were in great demand. The city was laboriously 
pulling itself out of the swamp by raising the 
grade level of the streets and jacking up the 
buildings to match the new level. Pullman won 
many lucrative contracts to raise hotels and office 
buildings downtown, then he headed off to the 
goldfields of Colorado to obtain more capital. 
He did not dig or pan for gold, but earned a tidy 
sum provisioning the miners. 

In his extensive travels, Pullman had experi­
enced the bone-crushing nature of primitive rail­
ways, and so he started tinkering with ideas to 
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make rail travel more comfortable. Though not 
the first to build a railway sleeping car, he even­
tually produced models that outstripped the 
competition in comfort and luxury. By the time 
he opened his model town for factory workers in 
1881, his Pullman Palace Car Company had 
absorbed all but one of his competitors and 
dominated the luxury travel business. 

As early as his gold rush days, Pullman exhib­
ited the character traits that eventually led him 
to disaster. In brief, his biographer concludes 
that Pullman was a single-minded, impatient, hot-
tempered workaholic who considered himself a 
cut above the common herd. By the time of the 
1894 strike, he was truly living as a Palace Car 
Prince. The increasing size and bureaucratization 
of industry during the late nineteenth century 
removed the head of a business firm from direct 
contact with his workers. A brother who had 
retained close ties to the workers had died a few 
years previously, so Pullman was truly out of 
touch, and he dealt with his employees only 
through sycophantic subordinates who told the 
boss what he wanted to hear. 

Pullman's aloof separation from reality car­
ried over into his private life. Constantly travel­
ing on business, he barely knew his children 
(except for his adored older daughter , 
Florence). Both of his sons turned into playboys 
and died before the age of thirty. Pullman com­
municated with his wife, who spent most of her 
time at spas and sanitoriums, mainly by letter 
and cable. 

This sad tale throws much new light on the old 
story of the robber barons. Nineteenth-century 
entrepreneurs, such as Pullman, made herculean 
contributions to America's industrial takeoff, but 
at great social and personal cost. 

EDWARD R. KANTOWICZ 

Chicago 
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Let Us Have Peace: Ulysses S. Grant and the Politics of War and Reconstruction, 1861-1868 
By BROOKS D. SIMPSON. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1991. Pp. xx, 339. $34.95. 

Ulysses S. Grant has always fascinated historians 
for his two seemingly contradictory careers: 
highly successful Union general and much-less 
successful politician/President. In this study, 
Brooks D. Simpson, an assistant professor of his­
tory at Arizona State University, seeks to reevalu­
ate Grant's career in its prepresidential stage by 
showing that the general was not unconscious of 
the political ramifications of his military actions. 
Pointing out Grant's prewar Southern connec­
tions through West Point friendships and his 
marr iage to Jul ia Dent, Simpson observes 
Grant's apparent antipathy to slavery, even as he 
fully accepted his proslavery father-in-law. At the 
outset of the war, however, Grant was more pro-
Union than antislavery, with a genuine concern 
to bring about reconciliation between the sec­
tions as quickly as possible. 

Like many others, Grant believed that the war 
would be short; hence he moved slowly in deal­
ing with refugee slaves. But Shiloh disabused 
him of the notion of a quick war, and the civilian 
support for guerrillas in western Tennessee 
quickly led him to the conclusion that all-out war 
was the only solution to end the conflict quickly. 
By the autumn of 1862 he had set up a relief pro­
gram for refugee blacks within his command, 
and he fully supported the enlistment of black 
troops. Still, throughout the remainder of the 
war, Grant continued to be concerned with rec­
onciliation and worked towards that end, where 
possible, right up through his generous terms to 
Robert E. Lee's army at Appomattox. 

Simpson points out that Grant clearly delineat­
ed two levels of politics: that of the statesman, 

who stood above partisan considerations and 
worked for the general good, and that of the 
politicians, who manipulated situations to their 
own selfish ends. To Grant, Lincoln represented 
the former, and his assassination was a great blow 
to the general's hopes for a peaceful and speedy 
reconciliation of the sections following the war. 
Grant found his postwar world filled with the lat­
ter, beginning with Andrew Johnson and extend­
ing through Congress and much of the South. 
Simpson contends that Grant became reluctantly, 
though increasingly, concerned with politics dur­
ing Reconstruction because he feared that the 
politicians, especially Johnson and his Southern 
allies, would throw away the fruits of the wartime 
military sacrifice. Still, Grant found himself con­
tinually on the horns of a dilemma as he tried to 
balance duty to his civilian Commander in Chief 
with his concern to protect the occupying army 
and especially his military commanders from 
partisan political quarrels at both the national 
and local levels. In the end, he reluctantly accept­
ed the Republican presidential nomination as his 
only means of assuring "that the thousands of 
brave Union dead had not died in vain, their 
achievements—and his—forfeited to the 
unseemly and shortsighted squabbling of selfish 
politicians" (page 217). 

Simpson has done a fine job of tracing Grant's 
slow and painful journey through the political 
quagmire of war and reconstruction. He adds an 
interesting dimension to the ongoing effort to 
understand this complex figure. 

WILLIAM E. PARRISH 

Mississippi State University 

Citizen Klansmen: The Ku Klux Klan in Indiana, 1921-1928 
By LEONARD J. MOORE. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1991. Pp. xiv, 259. $34.95. 

In the present age of political correctness, it 
seems only fair that even the Ku Klux Klan 
should undergo fresh examination. For the cen­
tral question of his most recent book, Leonard J. 
Moore, an assistant professor of history at McGill 

University, borrows a famous line from the early 
days of television: "Who was that masked man?" 

As Moore unmasks the rank-and-file Klans­
men, the reader discovers that earlier interpreta­
tions focused too much upon conflict between 
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white Protestants and other ethnic groups. 
African Americans, Catholics, and Jews made up 
such a tiny percentage of the population that the 
Klan had little reason to concern itself with 
harassing ethnic minorities. Instead, the Klan 
grew out of the white majority's frustration with 
the loss of political power. Industrial growth and 
economic consolidation gradually shifted com­
munity control in Indiana from ordinary citizens 
to increasingly segregated economic elites. By 
1920 in both populous towns like Indianapolis 
and small farm communities like those in Wayne 
County, power rested with businessmen in such 
organizat ions as the Rotary, Chamber of 
Commerce, or the Indiana Farm Bureau. Those 
economic elites defined community exclusively 
in terms of business success. 

Earlier historians were tempted to link the 
Klan to urbanites, Fundamentalists, or racists. In 
reality, Klansmen represented a proportional 
cross section—geographical; religious, and 
social—of white Protestant society. The Indiana 
KKK was a widely supported organization with 
more than 25 percent of native-born males 
becoming official members. Thus, the Indiana 
Klan was the largest organization in the state, 
larger than any veterans organization or any sin­
gle Protestant denomination. 

It would also be a mistake to magnify the role 
of Klan leaders. The author proves that such top 
Klan leaders as D. C. Stephenson, Hiram Evans, 
and Walter Bossert were divided, motivated pri-

In the autumn of 1860, so the much-told story 
goes, little Grace Bedell had her first look at a 
print portrait of clean-shaven presidential candi­
date Abraham Lincoln. She decided that he 
looked so gaunt that she must write and urge 
him to grow a beard. In this new book, Noble E. 
Cunningham, Jr., points out—as this reviewer, 
together with Mark E. Neely, Jr., and Gabor S. 
Boritt first suggested in The Lincoln Image in 
1984—that the story testifies not only to the cul­
tural pressures that may have influenced Lincoln 

marily by money, had few political agenda items, 
and when briefly in power passed no significant 
legislation. Both traditional Republican and 
Democratic politicians and the citizens manipu­
lated the Klan to carry out their traditional 
goals, rather than the Klan creating or sustaining 
a political agenda. The goals of citizen Klansmen 
were greater involvement of men and women in 
such community events as promoting better 
schools and supporting prohibition of liquor. 

Moore supports his new interpreta t ions 
through careful quantitative analysis of newly dis­
covered membership lists for all but three of 
Indiana's ninety-two counties. Anyone who has 
attempted such analysis will appreciate the dedi­
cation and countless years of meticulous research 
that have gone into this impressive study. For 
example, when most Presbyterian and Baptist 
churches in Richmond, Indiana, refused access 
to their records, Moore ascertained religious 
affiliations by locating obituaries from 1927 to 
1981 for more than seven hundred members of 
the Richmond Klan. Readers should not shun 
this book under the false assumption that it is 
another incomprehensible mound of statistics. 
The author has a gift at writing clear prose, and 
the reader can follow the narrative without once 
referring to any of the twenty-nine tables in a 
book that richly deserves many reprintings. 

DAVID E. MAAS 

Wheaton College 

to grow his trademark whiskers but also to the 
crucial importance of popular prints in nine­
teenth-century popular culture. 

But Cunningham has drawn an additional 
conclusion. He suggests that in displaying the 
print, Grace and her family surely spent as much 
time gazing at the portraits it featured of the first 
fifteen Presidents as they did at the picture of the 
haggard-looking Republican nominee. Cun­
ningham also cites this speculation to help prove 
his case that the institution of the Presidency— 

Popular Images of the Presidency from Washington to Lincoln 
By NOBLE E. CUNNINGHAM, JR. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1991. Pp. xi, 312. $44.95. 


