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During World War II, United States poli­
cy concern ing the reconst i tu t ion of 
Poland's postwar government resulted in a 
political quandary for the Democratic party. 
Committed to a policy of cooperation with 
the Soviet Union, Presidents Frankl in 
Delano Roosevelt and Harry S Truman 
acquiesced in Joseph Stalin's demands for a 
sphere of influence in Eastern Europe in 
exchange for Soviet participation in the 
United Nations and in the war against 
Japan.1 That decision, however, presented 
both administrations with a burdensome 
domestic predicament. 
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Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, the 
Polish American community voted over­
whelmingly Democratic. Due partially to 
Woodrow Wilson's Thirteenth Point and his 
uncompromising stance on Poland's inde­
pendence during the World War I peace 
process, Chicago's Polonia exhibited an 
unwavering lovalty at election time and 
emerged as a reliable block within the New 
Deal coalition. Simultaneously, the political, 
cu l tura l , and economic re lat ionship 
between European Poles and those in 
America slowly deteriorated as Chicago's 
Polonia adopted an America First posture.2 
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